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PERSONAL GUIDANCE 
BY A CHRISTIAN FACULTY 





Its teaching staff consists of scholarly 
Christian men and women whose twofold 
aim is to transmit successfully their own 
knowledge to their students and to give 
them the individual attention they need 


for a successful career. 
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“IS STONY BROOK 


. . . Parents of prospective stu- 
dents sometimes ask this question. 
The best answer is that the 
School is free to use whatever 
methods are good and helpful. 
In general, our classroom ap- T 2 A HW) | T | 0 be A L 
proach is conservative, but by no 
means repressively so. Masters ‘ a 
give opportunity for discussion. in its methods 
The aim is to have a pleasant >” 
*e 


PROGRESSIVE 


rather than a tense atmosphere. 

Masters have liberty to em- 
ploy modern teaching devices so long as they are effective and com- 
patible with our Christian philosophy of education. 

As an example, recently the science classes presented to the 
entire school, faculty, and guests an evening program in “Travel in 
Space.” Boys made scientifically correct models of rocket ships and 
diagrams to show the relation of the moon to the earth. They demon- 
strated valuable equipment lent to us by the Sperry Gyroscope Com- 
pany and also collected a large amount of material on various aspects 
of space travel. They gave unrehearsed explanations of highly tech- 
nical subjects. 

The program was an impressive example of what can be done by 
alert masters in a college preparatory boarding school, where classes 
are small and the faculty has a personal interest in teaching boys. 





philosophy and the school’s college preparatory 
record, address the Headmaster. Thirty-second 
year begins September 11, 1953. 


5 If you wish te know more of the Stony Brook Christian 
aN 


FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Lift.D., D.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook Scheol, Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


Stony Brook School 


Please mention ETERNITY 














tories of Hymns We Love 
By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M.A. 


Read, Enjoy and Give This Gem Volume 
A Blessing to Many; A Joy to All! 


Reveals the secret springs of great hymn writers—tells how Martin Luther 
came to write, “Away in a Manger”; what moved Isaac Watts to compose, 
“O God, Our Heip in Ages Past”; Wesley’s “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”; 
how God used blind Fanny Crosby to enrich our hymnals. Here you will 
discover the human drama behind these and many other favorites. 
400 YEARS OF INSPIRED HYMN WRITING 

Covers 74 writers and composers. Contains 110 choice stanzas for medita- 

i aod memorizing, 38 illustrations and decorations—over 150 subjects. 
Truly a work to own, enjoy and give. 

Beautifully printed and illustrated, only $1.25. (Mailing charge 10c). 

Order your copy and a gift supply from your Dealer today or 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 


Publishers of THE BOOK OF LIFE 
1018 S. WABASH AVE. Dept. ET CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION AGAIN 

I would like to commend Dr. Barnhouse 
on the excellent “New Year’s Resolution” 
found in the January issue. I read it with 
great interest as well as the comments con- 
cerning it in the March issue. I feel this is 
one of the most gracious and fair editorials 
that I have ever read in respect to our 
relations to other brethren in the ministry 
and all in Christian fellowship. 

Tue Rev. Ricuarp O. SAnpQuist 

Hillman Covenant Church 
Seattle 8, Washington 


Ever since I read your “New Year’s 
Resolution” in the January issue of 
Eternity, I have had it on my heart to 
write and thank you for printing it! It 
may be that you have received many critical 
letters, and it is only right that we; in 
whose hearts an “amen” arose as we read 
it, should write to tell you so, too! 

You have written frankly and honestly 
of His leading in your heart and life. I 
cannot help feeling there must be many 
yet among “conservatives” at home in the 
U. S. who feel as you do, though most of 
what we read and hear would indicate that 
the “popular” trend among “fundamental- 
ists” is otherwise. Would that manv of the 
most voluble of these might read your 
“New Year’s Resolution,” and get a bless- 
ing and challenge to their own souls 
(rather than sitting down to write an 
article criticising it) ! 

I appreciated very much the fourth from 
last paragraph. On the foreign field one 
sees some things from a somewhat different 
viewpoint. We feel sometimes that Chris- 
tian leaders and other Christians at home 
just don’t understand. But there’s the 
“ring” of understanding in what you say 
on missions, and we thank you for it. 

ETERNITY comes to me regularly out 
here, and I would not be without it. May 
He continue to bless and use you. 


Africa Inland Mission L. Barr 


Congo Belge, Africa 


We have been so singularly enriched in 
our spiritual lives through the ministry of 
Eternity, that I’ve been “a-going-to” tell 
you about it for some time. However, this 
last number inspired me into action. I refer 
to “New Year’s Resolution.” 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for sharing with us an experience which 
has strengthened and encouraged us im- 
measurably. I believe the more we live 
with people of other races the more sym- 
pathetic we become and the more respectful 
of the other’s po‘nt of view. We have lived 
in a British Colony for fourteen years. I 
doubt if there is anything firer than British 
law and justice, in the realm of human 
governments. 

Now this government prefers to deal 
with one body rather than with individual 
missions. Hence the Christian Council of 
Kenya made up of representatives from all 
Protestant missions in Kenya. Most of us 
believe we should cooperate with the gov- 
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Most of us remember 
with pleasure and a touch of 

nostalgia “the little brown 
church” — or the red brick 

chapel—or the white clap- 
board sanctuary where we 

learned our first Gospel 
chorus and heard first the story 
of Jesus and His love. 


£ 
< 

But for thousands 
of boys and girls living in Ameri- 
ca’s rural communities today 
there is no “church in the valley 
by the wildwood.” 

Last year 160 missionaries of 
the American Sunday-School 
Union started many new Sunday 
schools in churchless rural com- 
munities. More than 2,468 Sun- 
day schools and 1,576 Daily Va- 
cation Bible schools were con- 
ducted last year. 

Your prayerful support of the 
American Sunday-School Union 
will help to take Sunday schools 
to the neglected children of rural 
America. 


The need is urgent! 















frep 


“The Night Centerville 
Woke Up,” the dramatic story 
of a rural community. Send 
for your copy. 





Write Dept. E 
Department of Missions 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 





ernment in this matter so long as it does 
not compromise our evangelical stand. The 
government has done some very fine things 
for missions as a result of the work of the 
CCK. Yet our membership in this body 
has caused great furore at home and on the 
field and threatened to wreck the mission- 
ary work. 

Recently the President of the British 
Home Council visited the fields. It is inter- 
esting that he should have spoken to us on 
what you touched upon in your paragraph 
on “the difference between spiritual life in 
America and that in Britain.” He is a 
member of the Church of England as many 
of our British missionaries are. We are 
nevertheless one in Christ. 

Martua AND LINNELL Davis 
Africa Inland Mission 
Kenya, E. Africa 


BOOKS FOR HONGKONG 
Dear Mr. Barnhouse: 

We trust that you had a good time in 
India and only wish you could have re- 
mained in Hongkong a little longer. Re- 
garding the matter of books that I men- 
tioned at the last a as you were 
taking off, we do have a fine opportunity 
to get books into the hands of many Eng- 
lish-speaking Chinese pastors and evangel- 
ists and others who are out of China 
proper. And what we need are the follow- 
ing: one-volume commentaries, e.g. Jamie- 
son, Fausset, and Brown. Also devotional 
commentaries on various books of the 
Bible. A Smith dictionary or Peloubet’s 
Notes—as well as concordances are needed. 
Thank you for any that you can gather 
and mail to us or ask friends to mail direct. 

GraAcE AND CHARLES ROBERTS 
Fraternity Book Room 
P.O. Box 1663 
Kowloon, Hongkong 


CO-QPERATION FORTHCOMING 

As an Eternity subscriber I should like 
to commend you for your forthright, in- 
telligent presentation of the financial 
situation of Erernity in the April, 1953 
issue. I have a notion that if more Chris- 
tian periodicals would be thus frank and 
respect their readers’ intelligence and Chris- 
tian purpose in regard to finances, they 
would receive much more of the- co-opera- 
tion from their readers that you suggest. 

Especially in regard to its attitude 
toward current events and _ conditions, 
Eternity has been a considerable he!p to 
me. I'll try to introduce it to some of my 
fellow students during the next two 
months. A Seminary STUDENT 
New York, N. Y. 


NEEDED—A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 

We have just come home from Nigeria, 
hope to return when our year’s furlough is 
finished. We have spent twenty-one years 
in Nigeria, latterly full-time in boys’ work. 

We will need to leave our girl, now four- 
teen years old, at home for further educa- 
tion. She is ready for second year high 
school. Wheaton seems to be the place, but 
we know practically no one thereabouts. 

We would like to get in contact with 
Christian people (preferably Christian and 
Missionary Alliance) who have children, 
possibly already attending Wheaton 
Academy or College, who would act as 
“parents” to our only child, taking her in 








Raiph L. Keiper 
Contributing Editor 
Eternity 


Speaking Engagements 
@ June 6—Christian Medical Student's 
Conference, Biblical Seminary, New York 
City, N. Y.; June 7 (A.M.)—Keswick, N. 
J.; June 7 (P.M.)—Baccalaureate Service, 
Overbrook School for the Blind, Over- 
brook, Penna.; June 8 through 13— 
IVCF Conference, Keswick, N. J.; June 
14—First Baptist Church, Altoona, 
Penna.; June 21—Central Baptist Church, 
New York City, N. Y.; June 29 through 
July 5—Sandy Cove, North East, Md. 














during vacations and generally loving and 
caring for her while we are in Africa. 
Naturally we would want to know this 
family ourselves before we leave her. We 
are hoping to be able to finance at least 
part of her schooling, and she will work 
whenever possible. 

If the Lord so leads, we would put her 
there this coming fall. Otherwise, she could 
attend school while we live in California 
this winter. Our address in California will 
be in care of Alliance Missionary Rest 
Home, 320 Mission Road, Glendale 5, Cali- 
fornia. 

Tue Rev. anp Mrs. F. B. WHALE 
Sudan Interior Mission 


CORRECTION—THANK YOU 

Month by month we receive, and are 
grateful for, “ETernity,” and we welcome 
the more positive (one might almost say 
“more Christian”) approach displayed by 
your New Year’s resolution. 

Your Window on the World gives us 
facts which, for the most part, we would 
not otherwise know. We hope they are 
reliable but, as Englishmen and members 
of the Church of England who are en- 
deavoring to serve the Lord in this more 
remote part of America, we nearly jumped 
out of our chairs when we read on page 30 
of the March issue: “Dr. Edwin Morris, 
Bishop of Monmouth, of the Church of 
England.” We do not know the facts but 
we are quite certain that the Bishop of 
Monmouth is of the Church of Wales and 
not the Church of England. We do not 
know the context of the sermon but might 
it not be that Dr. Morris was attacking the 
establishment of the Church of England, 
while he is a member of the Church of 
Wales which is not an established Church? 

Tue Rev. Peter TaDMAN 
Concepcion, Chile 


Have You Ordered 


GOD'S WRATH? 


(See Page 37) 
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; a 


reason for my 





peace of mind 


e-- a regular, dependable 





income from Moody Annuities.°’?—mis u.s.m. 


Knowing that contentment and financial 
worries do not go hand in hand, and also 
that anxiety is almost certain to increase 
in the later years of life unless provision 
is made to assure a regular return to take 
care of her material needs, Miss M.B.M. is 
placing her money periodically in Moody 
Annuities. She is enjoying a dependable 
semi-annual return from each annuity 
that she has taken out, plus the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that her money has been 
gainfully employed as a means of spread- 
ing the gospel . . . through training con- 
secrated young lives for full-time Christian 
service. 


By placing your money in Moody Annui- 
ties Now you will be assured of a regular, 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY > 
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generous, GUARANTEED return for the rest 
of your life. Moody Annuities are com- 
pletely dependable . . . for more than 45 
years no annuitant has failed to receive his 


_ check ... IN FULL, and ON TIME! 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE fo have a share 

in the great work of Moody Bible Institute, 
and at the same time receive regular 

checks for the rest of your life, send this 
coupon for your copy of “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS” 
... which gives you full details of the 
MOODY ANNUITY PLAN. 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Stewardship Department ” 
820 North LaSalle St., Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dept. ET 16 
Plan. I understand that this incurs no obligation on 
my part. 
Name _Age. 
Address, 
City Zone 





| Please send me full details of the Moody Annuity 





State 














SUMMER BIBLE CONFERENCES 
WHAT ARE THEY? 


Summer was approaching. In our 
local church and Sunday School 
there was great excitement. Thirty- 
one young people were planning to 
go to Bible camp for the first time 
in their lives. Weeks had gone into 
the planning. And now the great 
day was approaching! What would 
it be like? Would it be interesting? 
Would it be worth the time and 
effort ? 


Twenty-three years ago this sum- 
mer as one of those thirty-one young 
people I went to my first Bible Con- 
ference. There, at Montrose, I met 
for the first time some of the great 
Bible teachers of our land. I was 
introduced to the wonders of God’s 
Word and under their guidance was 
taught how to master it. To be sure 
I had my fun, there was fine fellow- 
ship, but best of all, I developed a 
great hunger for God’s precious 
Book. When I left the conference 
ground I did not go with the feeling 
that a vacation had finished. I left 
with the realization that a vocation 
had begun—the mastery of the Book. 
My home church is but a short drive 
from Pinebrook in the Poconos. 
Many were the summer evenings 
spent there at the feet of greai teach- 
ers. Later I went to other confer- 
ences and from them I owe much of 
what I have learned in the Scrip- 
tures. I can never forget the past 
as I stand up to preach. It is as 
though a voice says to me—‘‘Give 
the people an opportunity to hear 
the Word as it was given to you!”’ 


(Continued on page 48) 





THE EDITOR'S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ June 1, 8 15—New York Bible 
Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, New 
York, N. Y.; June 14—Tenth Presby- 
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DEDICATION 
Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services, and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 





CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Send your new address with the old at least 30 days before the date of the issue with which it is to take 
effect. Address: ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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f you label. The Post Office will nct forward copies unless you provide extra 
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ETERNITY 


SPIRIT TAUGHT 





in the things of God 


“Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might 


know the things that are freely given to us of God... 


By MERRILL F. UNGER, Th.D., Ph.D. 


Professor of Old Test t, Dallas Theological 
Seminary 





NE of the greatest benefits God has bestowed upon 
the human race is the Holy Scripture containing 
the revelation of Himself and His plans and purposes of 
redemption in Christ. This written, objective revelation, 
once-for-all given, and authenticated by divine miracle 
and fulfilled prophecy, is a guide to conduct fallen man 
to salvation and to lead the saved man into a full com- 
prehension and appropriation of “the things that are 
freely given” to him “by God” (1 Cor. 2:12). 

The Bible, then, may be described as a record of these 
“things that are freely given to us of God.” But little 
reflection is needed to show, since the unsaved man is 
lost and needs a Saviour and the saved man is subject 
to temptation and peril and needs a teacher and guide, 
that a knowledge and appropriation of these things of 
God are of the utmost importance to man, affecting his 
weal or woe for time and eternity. This being the case, 
the question arises, How may I know the things of God? 
Are they discoverable by mere study and human re- 
search? Are they to be learned in the same way as the 
facts of science, history, or mathematics? Or must a 
student of the Scriptures have additional equipment 
and aid? For example, must the theological student have 
a different approach and equipment from a university 
or college student? 

Coming to the Word of God, the answer to these ques- 
tions must receive a decisive “Yes.” The things of God 
are revealed in Scripture to be utter)y unknowable by 
mere human study, industry, or research. While the 
scientific approach is to be desired, spiritual truth is 
revealed to be discoverable only through the ministry of 
the indwelling Spirit. In addition to such natural prep- 
aration as- education, application, and mental ability, 
there must be the teaching of the Holy Spirit. This 
necessitates that the student of Scripture not only be 
born-again and thus indwelt by the Holy Spirit, the 
Teacher, but for real progress in spiritual truth, he must 
be yielded to God’s will and in such a state of obedience 
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It is impossible to fall when you let Him hold you up 


which the Holy Spirit teacheth.” 
+++ 1 Cor, 2:12, 13 


to truth already revealed and in such general spiritual 
health that the Holy Spirit might not be hindered in 
His purpose of “guiding” him “into all truth” and “show- 
ing” him “things to come,” as Jesus promised (John 
16:13). 

This absolute dependence of the student of God’s re- 
vealed truth on the tuition of the Holy Spirit is not 
only emphasized by our Lord in the Upper Room dis- 
course, but by the apostle Paul in the second chapter 
of his first letter to the Corinthians. In this section 
several important truths appear. First, the Holy Spirit 
alone knows the things of God. Second, the Holy Spirit 
alone can teach the things of God. Thirdly, the Holy 
Spirit can only teach the things of God to those that 
are Spiritual. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT ALONE KNOWS THE THINGS OF GOD 

“For what man knoweth the things of a man save the 
spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of 
God knoweth no man but the spirit of God” (1 Cor. 
2:11). In other words, by his spirit (his knowing fac- 
ulty) man through study, education, natural ability, or 
human research may know “the things of a man,” that 
is, the arts, sciences, and any knowledge on a purely 
human and natural plane. But only by the Spirit of 
God may anyone know “the things of God.” Any truth 
of divine revelation, even the simplest and most ele- 
mentary, must be Spirit-revealed. This at one stroke 
shows the grave danger to which the unregenerate or 
the merely technical scholar is exposed in approaching 
the Word of God and warns of the complete incompe- 
tence of the natural man, no matter what his other 
qualifications of education or ability may be, to under- 
stand the spiritual content of the Bible. 

It Is Not the Spirit’s Ministry to Impart Worldly 
Wisdom. “Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that 
are perfect, yet not the wisdom of this world nor of 
the princes (rulers) of this world that come to nought” 
(v. 6). “The wisdom of this age” is taught in the great 
secular universities of our day, and natural talent and 
intellectual ability are sufficient to master it. Unregen- 
erate men here qualify as well as spiritually renewed 
men. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is not active, at 








least not directly, in this sphere. And the apostle inter- 
jects a solemn warning that “the wisdom of this world” 
and the “leaders of this age” who possess this wisdom 
are coming to an end. “The world passeth away and the 
lusts thereof” (1 John 2:17). 

It Is the Spirit’s Ministry to Make Known the Wisdom 
of God. “Christ is the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:30) and 
the Holy Spirit reveals Christ, as our Lord Himself 
said: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall 
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show 
it unto you” (John 16:13, 14). All God’s revealed truth 
from Genesis to Revelation centers in Christ. The Holy 
Spirit has been given to make that truth known, and 
without His operation it remains unknown and un- 
knowable. 

But “the wisdom of God” is more specifically defined 
as “a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world (foreordained before the 
ages) unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this 
world know: for had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:7, 8). This 
embraces not only Christ crucified, but resurrected, 
glorified, and seated “far above all principality and 
power and might” . and made “the head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:21-23). This mystery, 
unrevealed in the Old Testament, unknown by those 
who crucified the Lord of glory (Acts 3:17), is now 
made known by the Holy Spirit, and no one can under- 
stand it apart from His beneficent ministry. 

It Is the Spirit’s Ministry to Reveal Future Things. 
“But, as it is written: 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man conceived, 
What God has prepared for those who fevte him,’ 
God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God” (1 Cor. 2:9, 10 RSV). 
Our Lord also stressed this ministry of the Spirit in 
revealing the meaning of the prophetic Scriptures, when 
He said concerning the Holy Spirit, “and he will show 
you things to come” (John 16:13). Although many 
preachers and teachers depreciate prophecy, ignore it, 
or adopt a “no-one-can-know” attitude, making known 
the future is a distinctive role of the Spirit’s operation 
for the believer. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT ALONE CAN TEACH THE THINGS OF GOD 

The Spirit of God alone knows the things of God, 
and He alone is able to teach the things of God. Teach- 
ing presupposes knowledge. It is impossible to teach 
that which one does not know. It is, moreover, possible 
to know and yet be unable to teach. But the Holy Spirit 
being God is omnipotent as well as omniscient and, 
accordingly, not only knows, but has infinite maid to 
teach the things of God. 

~ The Holy Spirit, However, Does Not Teach in Words 
of Human Wisdom. “Which things also we speak, not 
in words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the 


6 Trust God without terms 


Holy Spirit teacheth . . .” (1 Cor. 2:13). When the 
apostle came to Corinth, he disavowed the carnal appeal 
of oratorical speech or human wisdom so much admired 
and sought after there. His speech and his preaching 
were “not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,” that their 
faith might not stand in the “wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God” (1 Cor. 2:1-5). The present-day 
trend to replace sound Biblical terms with philosophical 
and other streamlined substitutes is a dangerous one. 
“Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast 
heard of me . . .” was the earnest exhortation of the 
aged apostle to Timothy (2 Tim. 1:13). 

The Holy Spirit Teaches in the Words of Divine 
Wisdom. Divine wisdom in this sense, is the written 
Word of God. Invariably the writers of Scripture affirm, 
when they refer to the subject, that the words of their 
writings are divinely inspired and that these words are 
the medium through which the Spirit communicates the 
things of God. This implies neither mechanical dicta- 
tion or the effacement of the writer’s own personality, 
but only that the Spirit infallibly guides in the selection 
of the words from the writer’s own vocabulary. It does 
clearly imply, however, that abandoning “the form of 
sound words” the student does incur the grave risk of 
impairing or forfeiting the Spirit’s teaching ministry. 

The Holy Spirit Teaches Through the Medium of the 
Entire Body of Revealed Truth. Scripture must be com- 
pared with Scripture, spiritual truth must be illumi- 
nated and supplemented by spiritual truth. “Comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual” (1 Cor. 2:13b), is the 
apostle’s directive for the realization of the full-orbed 
benefits of the Spirit’s instruction in the things of God. 
Many of the doctrinal errors, and religious fads and 
hobbies in Christendom, are traceable to a failure to 
synthesize and coordinate a doctrine or belief with the 
complete testimony of Scripture on the subject. Care- 
ful comparison of passage with passage, chapter with 
chapter, book with book, would eliminate many sad 
heresies that plague the peace and purity of the church 
today. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN TEACH THE THINGS OF GOD ONLY TO 
THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL 

Since the Spirit of God alone knows the things of 
God and alone can teach them, it follows that He can 
only teach them to those who are spiritual—that is, 
those who are indwelt by the Spirit, as all believers are 
(1 Cor. 6:19; Rom. 8:9), and those who are yielded to 
God’s will and adjusted to the Spirit’s purpose. 

The Holy Spirit Cannot Teach the Natural Man. As 
unregenerate “having not the Spirit” (Jude 119) and 
living only in the realm of physical sense, there is 
nothing in the unrenewed man to respond to the Spirit’s 
teaching or to enable him to grasp spiritual truth. The 
Holy Spirit does convict the unsaved “of sin and of 
righteousness, and judgment” (John 16:7). “But the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (un- 
derstood only by the Spirit) (1 Cor. 2:14). The first 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


GOD IS SPEAKING STILL 

The British and Foreign Bible 
Society is to celebrate its 150th 
anniversary in 1954. For this 
‘‘Triple Jubilee,’’ there are three 
goals set: 1) to awaken the imagina- 
tion of the people to what has hap- 
pened in the last 150 years in the 
tremendous task of issuing the 
Seriptures in hundreds of lan- 
guages; 2) to recall the English- 
speaking world to more reading of 
the Bible ; 3) to raise sufficient funds 
to re-equip the Society for its next 
period of service. The Society plans 
to launch its campaign of recall to 
the Bible in the autumn of this year, 
with the slogan, ‘‘God has spoken 
and is speaking still.’’ 


RELIGION IN YUGOSLAVIA 

The British Weekly, in a feotnote 
to a recent article on Church and 
State in Yugoslavia, gives the fol- 
lowing as approximate figures for 
Church membership in that country. 


nn CEO Pte 7,500,000 
Pe rer te 1,500,000 
A eee 40,000 
United Brethren ........ 2,700 
Roman Catholics ........ 5,500,000 
EmmGhOTOMS: 60266. wes 0 ees 90,000 
Re ee eee 3,000 
PEROGONR © ak.. daia wicsis-.% 2,300 
MOTI isin. acdc ake oeu' 1,000 


A final note adds that almost 
200,000 Jews were exterminated by 
the Germans during the war. 


BELGIAN CONGO ANNIVERSARY 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the arrival of the first Protestant 
missionaries in the Belgian Congo 
was celebrated recently in Leopold- 
ville with a mass meeting attended 
by more than 25,000 people, held in 
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the Stadium of the capital city. The 
meeting was attended by the Gov- 
ernor General. The General Secre- 
tary of the Protestant Council re- 
called the martyrs of the last 
century and went on to say that 
there are today more than 1,200,000 
Protestant Christians in the country, 
1,300 missionaries, 800 national pas- 
tors, and that the Protestant Coun- 
cil is composed of 43 missionary 
societies. 


DWINDLING MINISTRY 

Concern is reported in Scotland 
over the dwindling numbers of 
students for the ministry. Only 39 
students entered the four seminaries 
of the Church of Scotland this year, 
compared with 48, 65, and 75 in the 
previous years. It is pointed out 
that 100 ministers annually retire 
or die. 


GOOD FRIDAY IN BRITAIN 

The J. Arthur Rank organization 
in Great Britain opened 400 motion 
picture houses on Good Friday to 
the Methodist Home Mission Depart- 
ment for local ministers to make 
brief talks from the platform be- 
tween the showing of films. In 24 
motion picture houses where no 
commercial picture was shown on 
Good Friday full scale services were 
held including the showing of a re- 
ligious film ‘‘ Which Will Ye Have?’’ 


THE BIBLE IN SPAIN 
Dr. R. H. Borkent after a recent 
trip to Spain reports the bitter 
prosecution of Protestants in that 
land and also speaks of the great 
dearth of Christian literature. Dr. 
Borkent claims that there are only 
10,000 Bibles for 30,000 Christians 





and in some places only the pastor 
owns a Bible, and that members go 
in turn to listen to its reading. Not 
more than two at a time may go 
under the law as it would constitute 
an illegal religious meeting and 
those present would be liable to im- 
prisonment. 


NO BROTHERHOOD OUTSIDE OF CHRIST 

There has been an increasing out- 
cry against UNESCO. This United 
Nations organization for education 
has fallen into the hands of men 
who are anti-Christian. The present 
President of UNESCO is Sir S. Rad- 
hakrishnan, formerly Indian Ambas- 
sador to Moscow and Professor of 
Eastern Religions and Ethics at 
Oxford, now Vice-President of India. 
Under his leadership there has now 
been formed a project for a world- 
wide Union for the Study of the 
Great Religions. 

We must not forget that there is 
no brotherhood of man except in 
Jesus Christ. A group of men con- 
taining a Negro, a white man, a 
Chinese and members of any other 
race, none of whom are believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ are all broth- 
ers to each other as children of 
wrath and children of disobedience. 
A similar group containing members 
of these same races, all of whom be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, are 
also brothers to each other, because 
of the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. It must be remembered, 
however, that the two groups are 
not brothers to each other. 

In view of the fact that it has all 
the force of the United Nations be- 
hind it, this Union for the Study 
of the Great Religions will undoubt- 
edly have considerable publicity. 
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It might be well to note its pub- 
lished aims. ‘‘The great and richly 
diverse cultures of East and West— 
the Far East, India, Islam, ancient 
Greece, and Palestine, Slav, Latin 
and Nordic Europe, North and Latin 
America,’’ were to be studied and 
compared, in schools, universities, 
theological, and other colleges and 
elsewhere, in their ‘‘independence, 
integrity, and fruitful diversity.’’ 

True Christians must remember 
that every religion that has ever 
appeared on this earth is from Satan 
except the one revelation of God in 
Jesus Christ. It is only by a strict 
understanding of this fact that we 
ean meet the onslaughts that will 
come from the increasing pressure 
upon our young people to take the 
‘*good’’ out of all religions. The 
project is somewhat similar to an 
attempt to take the ‘‘good’’ out of 
rattlesnake poison and milk and put 
them together for the feeding of 
babies. 


THE FUTURE OF CATHOLICISM 

The Tablet, chief Roman Catholic 
publication in Great Britain, reports 
that there are so many candidates 
for the priesthood in Spain that 
places in the seminaries cannot be 
found. There are more than 20,000 
young men who have entered the 
priesthood this year. As a result of 
the surplus the Bishop of Bilbao 
has sent 100 priests to South Amer- 
ica and is sending 22 more in the 
near future. The Tablet quotes a 
Spanish paper, Ecclesia, ‘‘It is gen- 
erally considered that the future of 
Catholicism in South America will 
be decided in the next decade or 
two.’’ 


THE COMMUNIST MASTERS 

The government of Poland has 
dealt a new blow to the church in 
that land, depriving the Bishops of 
the right to make new appointments 
and changes in church administra- 
tion without permission from the 
government. All new church ap- 
pointments, transfers and even dis- 
missals of priests must in the future 
have the express consent of the State 
Department of Religious Affairs. 
All priests will be required to take 
an oath of allegiance to ‘‘the 
People’s Poland,’’ or, in other 
words, to the Communist regime. 
The decree was announced not in 
the name of the cabinet, but in the 
name of the State Council, a small 
committee of Communists who are 
the real masters in Poland. 


PROGRESS FOR ROME 

The Catholic Herald (London), in 
an article on the progress of the 
Roman Church in the United States, 
says that there were 65,800 converts 
to Romanism in 1951, of which 
8,563, or 13% were Negroes. 


ITALY EXPELS MR. CALIANDRO 

The Rev. Anthony Caliandro has 
been expelled from Italy by the 
government. Mr. Caliandro was a 
Sicilian who had come to the United 
States, obtained citizenship. and 
then returned to Italy. He had 
raised money in the United States 
for a work among former Roman 
priests and had been strongly criti- 
cized for the manner in which he 
had carried on his work. With the 
money raised in America he had 
purchased a house in his own name, 
reporting that many priests were 
coming to him. His figures were 
strongly denied by many. The gov- 
ernment, in ejecting Mr. Caliandro, 
pointed to the fact that in Naples, 
where this man had lived, there are 
19 Protestant churches and institu- 
tions, including a widely known 
school, La Casa Materna, with more 
than 300 pupils, which carried on 
its work in perfect freedom within 
a few yards of Mr. Caliandro’s 
premises. 


GIDEONS IN ENGLAND 

The Gideon program of placing 
Bibles in hotel rooms is proceeding 
apace in Britain, where the move- 
ment began only three years ago. 
Fifty thousand Bibles have been 
placed during this time and a con- 
centrated effort to double this num- 
ber, especially in the London area, 
is being made in advance of the 
Coronation time. A hundred thou- 
sand dollars has been promised by 
the American Gideons to their 
British branches for this purpose. 


NEED INCREASED 

In view of the many murders in 
Kenya Colony and the whole ques- 
tion of the Mau Mau rebellion the 
following paragraph from a letter 
written by a Christian worker in 
East Africa is of great interest. 
‘‘The Christian church here is de- 
termined to maintain and if possible 
to extend its influence with the 
Kikuyu people. They are aztually 
in more need now of the Christian 
Gospel perhaps than they were in 
pagan pre-mission days. In their 
former days they were totally illiter- 
ate, but now many of them are 
literate and not a few are well edu- 
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cated. The problem, therefore, is 
much greater from the point of 
view of literature, and very urgent.’’ 


BIBLES BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN? 

An interesting note from behind 
the iron curtain is to the effect that 
the Hungarian Bible Council, in 
response to popular demand, has 
printed an edition of 30,000 copies 
of the Bible and 30,000 New Testa- 
ments in the 1908 Hungarian re- 
vision. We take the item from the 
London Christian but are somewhat 
astonished because we did not be- 
lieve that Soviet authorities would 
permit the allocation of paper for 
printing Bibles behind the iron cur- 
tain. I would be inclined to regard 
the matter with some suspicion. 


ITALIAN PROTESTANTISM 

Pastor Paolo Marauda, of Poma- 
retto on a recent visit to London 
spoke at the annual meeting of the 
Waldensian Church Mission. De- 
scribing conditions in Italy he said 
that though religious freedom was 
provided for under the constitution 
of the Italian republic, this was not 
in fact carried out, since the old re- 
stricted laws of the Vatican Con- 
cordat were still being enforced. 
Roman Catholicism was the only 
recognized religion he said and 
Protestants were consequently re- 
garded as traitors. For instance, the 
Italian pastors spoke of an officer in 
the Italian army who started going 
to a Waldensian church. His su- 
perior officer sent for him and told 
him that if he persisted in doing 
this, his career would be jeopardized. 
In spite of every difficulty, however, 
the witness of the church was said 
to be spreading. Its members are for 
the most part extremely poor. 


SUNDAY LAWS REMAIN 

A bill has been introduced into 
the House of Commons for a wide 
reform of the Sunday laws in Great 
Britain. To the astonishment of 
many, a strong popular movement 
developed against the bill on the 
ground that Sunday should be dif- 
ferent from other days, not for 
religious reasons, but for social 
reasons. The House decisively re- 
jected the bill which would have 
swept away the existing Sunday 
legislation. 

The main arguments brought 
against the bill were that if it were 
passed a large minority of the popu- 
lation would have to work on Sun- 
day for the pleasure of those who 
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wished to spend the day in a fashion 
that would involve many more serv- 
ices of food, transport, ete. For the 
time, then, the British will mainly 
stay home on Sundays. 


PASTOR FINED IN MADRID 

Juan Luis Rodrigo, pastor of the 
Old Baptist chureh in General 
Lacy Street, and a member of his 
church have each been fined 500 
pesetas ($45.00) for alleged public 
proselytizing. A complaint was ap- 
parently lodged with the police that 
the Baptist chureh member had been 
heard to give details of times of 
worship at the church to a non- 
Protestant person in the public mar- 
ket. Pastor Rodrigo pleaded that he 
had taken no part in proselytizing. 
He is apparently being held re- 
sponsible for any action on the part 
of other church members in this 
connection. 

The pastor and the member of his 
chureh have been given eight days 
in whieh to pay the fine. In default 
of payment they would have to 
serve a short term of imprisonment. 


NEW YORK’S LARGEST 

One of the features of the Scien- 
tific American is a column ealled 
‘*50 and 100 Years Ago’’ in which 
they reprint articles from their 
magazine of those dates. From the 
1853 Scientific American comes the 
following ‘‘The new Bible House 
whieh has been erected by the 
American Bible Society is the larg- 
est edifice that New York contains. 
Its area is about three-fourths of an 
acre, and the shape of the building 
is irregular, with irregular sides, 
having been planned of a corre- 
sponding figure to that of the ground 
on which it is situated. The height 
of the building from the sidewalk is 
over seventy feet, and it is divided 
into six stories.”’ 


MORAL LAW IGNORED 

Lord Reith, addressing the Na- 
tional Congress of the Free Church 
Federal Council in Manchester, 
England, said that he feared the 
overall effect of the welfare state 
on the nation. He pointed out that 
there was a menace in the welfare 
state. He was not referring to ‘its 
cost though the financial implica- 
tions were serious enough, but the 
moral effect on the man from whom 
the capitalist state took the unwill- 
ing money; as well as the moral 
effect on the man to whom in one 
form or another the capitalist state 
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gave it. There was a moral hurt to 
the former because he felt he was 
being penalized for being better 
equipped mentally or for working 
harder than his neighbor, and that, 
because he was better equipped 
mentally than his neighbor or be- 
cause he worked harder, he was given 
the burden of his neighbor’s mainte- 
nance. 

Lord Reith expressed further con- 
cern that the British seemed to have 
lost moral law and moral purpose 
in the conducting of their national 
affairs. It was hard enough, he said, 
to recover lost morality in an indi- 
vidual and he did not know if it 
could be possible for a nation to re- 
cover it. Lord Reith chided the 
churehes for not more quickly and 
more emphatically protesting against 
an ignoring of moral law in public 
affairs. 

AID FROM ITALY 

In November, 1951, disastrous 
floods struck the Po Valley ir Italy 
causing widespread havoe ard loss 
of life. When they heard of the 
recent floods on the English coast 
the people of Italy were moved to 
sympathy by the remembrance of 
their own experience. As an expres- 
sion of it, the Italian churches of 
the Spezia Mission have sent to the 
London headquarters of their mis- 
sion, a gift of approximately $180.00 
for the relief of churehes and 
Christian friends who have suffered 
‘fas a token of their love in the 
Lord.”’ 

CORONATION WITNESSES 

The Vatican has announeed the 
appointment of a special mis,ion to 
the Coronation led by an Arch- 
bishop, an Apostolic Nuncio, accom- 
panied by honorary officers of the 
Papal Guard. Among other things 
they will watch Queen Elizabeth ac- 
cept the Bible and swear that she 
will defend the Protestant faith. 


PERCENTAGES 

The Bishop of Singapore who re- 
cently returned to Great Britain for 
conference, told newspapers in an 
interview that the great, if not the 
greatest, source of weakness to the 
Christian cause in Malaya was the 
failure of the British in the larger 
towns to demonstrate their Christian 
loyalty in any but the most per- 
funetory fashion. 

The Bishop further stated that in 
the out-stations church services in- 
eluded more than 75% of the 
Europeans and even more of the 
Asian Christians from India and 


China. At such services the local 
people who were not Christians saw 
the members of a nation calling 
itself Christian witnessing to their 
religion, and they took note. What 
is really needed in the great cities 
of the world is good propaganda 
which will show that a white skin 
does not mean a Christian. 

When I had the privilege of ad- 
dressing large audiences of black 
students in French-speaking Africa, 
I pointed out the difference between 
the French doctors and their rough 
treatment of Negro patients and the 
Christians who were willing to put 
their hands on lepers and to treat 
them in love. You could see that 
the point sank in. It is necessary 
throughout the world to tell the 
national populations that only a 
very small percentage of white 
people have been born again. 


NEGROES UNWELCOME IN AFRICA 

I believe that it is important to 
bring to. the attention of our read- 
ers events that happen in South 
Africa in racial matters. That part 
of the world is a voleano which 
could erupt in such fashion that 
massacre of white people by the tens 
of thousands could take place and 
the communists could capture prac- 
tically the entire continent with the 
exception of the Mediterranean rim. 
It is therefore important to note 
that the Department of Interior of 
the Union of South Africa kas re- 
fused to allow two bishops of the 
Methodist Chureh to enter that 
country from the United States be- 
cause these bishops were Negroes. 
It is rather startling to see a head- 
line ‘‘ Negroes Are Refused Entrance 
into Afriea.’’ 

“WARMONGERING” 

There are increasing signs that the 
Eastern authorities have decided to 
make it as difficult as possible for 
the churches to continue their work 
in the Soviet zone in Germany, 
after failure of attempts to win 
them over to the communist regime. 
The hold which they retain over 
youth, in spite of all the efforts of 
the Grotewohl government to under- 
mine their influence, is particularly 
resented, and any interference by 
the clergy with the process of in- 
doctrination is branded as treason 
and warmongering. Pastor Karl 
August Brandt of Gustrow, in the 
province of Mecklenburg, was re- 
cently sentenced to six years im- 
prisonment by a district court for 
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Standard Version of the Bible during the past months 

and have found some people who are fanatically 
against it and some people who are fanatically for it. 
I have put a very telling question to many of them. 
“Have you read it completely?” In no case did I receive 
an affirmative answer. In all the history of Biblical 
literature I do not know of any book that has had so 
much a priori judgment, both adverse and favorable. 
I have now completed the reading of the RSV Bible. 

The volume was produced with the fanfare that can 
come about when a major advertising agency is given 
a budget of half a million dollars to “sell” a product. 
This campaign has paid off, for Thomas Nelson and 
Sons have made a vast profit from the new version, if 
we may judge by the usual publisher's percentages, 
and they must be supremely happy, from a financial 
point of view, with their venture. 

I am concerned with but one question, which may be 
broken down into subdivisions later. My question con- 
cerns the content of the RSV, and whether it is an 
accurate translation of the Hebrew and Greek of the 
Old and New Testaments, and whether its mistakes and 
errors are such that it is untrustworthy for an indi- 
vidual to read. Most of the epinions that have been 
given on this subject have been given by men who have 
not read the book they are criticizing. We can under- 
stand some of these opinions by subjecting them to a 
few psychological tests. 

The book was issued with the approval of the National 
Council of Churches. Many men who want to be looked 
upon with a favorable eye by the leaders of the NCC 
cried out with a loud voice, bowed toward Mecca, and 
accepted the RSV as a faithful follower of Islam accepts 
the Koran, without having seen it. Others, accustomed 
to damning anything that has the stamp ef the NCC 
cried out with an equally loud voice and condemned 
the book, often with no more knowledge of its contents 
than that the word almah had been rendered “young 
woman” in Isaiah 7:14, instead of “virgin” as in the 
King James Version. Qne critic in North Carolina went 
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so far as to tear out the page with this verse and to 
burn it publicly. There were men in religious life who 
approved or condemned the book without the physical 
possibility of having studied it carefully. Now that some 
smoke has cleared away, let us make a calmer appraisal 
of the volume and see its merits and its demerits, and 
its value for various classes of people. 

No translation of the Bible is perfect. If the King 
James Version appeared today for the first time, it 
would be possible to scream against it with terrible 
invective because of some of the things in its pages. 
It would be possible to say that the translators did not 
believe in the Trinity because, by. implication, they 
deny the personality of the Holy Spirit in Romans 8:26, 
where the King James calls the Holy Spirit “Itself” 
instead of “Himself.” The same error is made in other 
verses of the KJV. But does this error nullify all of the 
good qualities of the 1611 Bible? Certainly not. 

We have become accustomed to expounding the King 
James Version to our congregations, and explaining 
these errors as we go along. I read Holy Spirit for 
Holy Ghost so automatically that the word “Ghost” 
does not occur to my mind as I read the Bible, except in 
Luke 24:39, where I read spirit as ghost. Such archaic 
forms come from the ancient usages of terms in the 
centuries when the marriage of Anglo Saxon and 
Norman French had not been fully consummated. 

I have explained on several occasions to my congre- 
gation that Joseph did not have a coat of many colors; 
that this was a mistake of the translators; and that he 
had a coat of ‘breadths,” or, as we would call it today, 
a tailored garment. How much better that the revisers 
should have rendered it, “a long robe with sleeves.” 

I have read the Bible in many languages and versions. 
I have read every word of it in three French versions; 
most of it in two German versions; the New Testament, 
of course, in its Greek constantly; and have gone into 
the Old Testament Hebrew on all passages where I was 
doing important expository work. In English I have 
lost count of the translations in which I have read the 
Bible—among these Weymouth, Goodspeed, Verkuyl, 
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Williams, Knox, the Douay and the Confraternity, 
Darby, the English revision of 1881 and the American 
revision of 1901. The last of this list has been my pre- 
ferred translation (along with Segond in French). Let’s 
face it: the new Revised Standard Version is superior 
to many of these, the equal of any, and useful for many 
purposes along with the best of them. 

I recently was in a meeting on the foreign mission 
field where there were about forty people present who 
were engaged in translating the Bible into tribal lan- 
guages. The subject of the RSV came under discussion 
and all admitted that they had the volume, had been 
using the New Testament since it first appeared in 1946, 
and that they had eagerly awaited the Old Testament 
in 1952. They were all missionaries whom many would 
call “fundamental.” They were all connected with mis- 
sions that are the outgrowth of the strongest evangelical 
tradition in the United States. There was not a modern- 
ist in the lot, but they had some knowledge of what is 
involved in making a translation, and the common sense 
to know when a good job had been done, where a fair 
job could have been better done, and when a job had 
been badly done. 

I put to these translators the following question: 
“There are translations of the Bible or portions of the 
Bible into approximately 1030 languages. If the mis- 
sionaries working in these languages had a translation 
in the tongue of their labors as good as the RSV, what 
would be their reaction?” There was a unanimous out- 
cry to the effect that the missionaries would get down 
on their knees to thank God if they had a translation 
anywhere near as good as the RSV. I think it is safe 
to say that the RSV is superior to the translations of 
the Bible in more than ninety-nine per cent of the 
languages in which Scripture portions exist in the 
world. 

A few years ago I became concerned that much 
knowledge that was in the Psalms, was hidden by our 
King James translation. I stopped the responsive read- 
ing of the Psalms in our morning church services and 
began to read my own translation of the Psalms from 


Sunday to Sunday. My method of preparing the trans- 
lation was rather sketchy: my heavy schedule would 
not permit any deeper work in the field. I have a 
hexaglot Bible in several volumes that is always by my 
desk. Opening it to the Psalm under consideratiun I 
would have before me in parallel columns, the Hebrew, 
Septuagint, Latin, King James, Luther’s German, and 
the French Synodal translations. Beside these, on my 
desk, I would place the French Segond, the Roman 
Catholic Confraternity, the 1901 American revision. 
I would then turn to my typewriter and in the course 
of not more than two hours would put down a rough 
translation clearing up difficulties in the King James, 
eliminating the archaic words and phrases, and using 
the light that has come in the advanced knowledge of 
Hebrew that is ours today over the knowledge possessed 
by the translators who worked at the end of the six- 
teenth century. I had reached the 96th Psalm by the 
time the new RSV came to hand. Taking my notes of 
some of the previous Psalms I went over the new 
translation and discovered that I very closely paralleled 
the new translation, and that for all practical purposes 
I would not need to make the new translations any 
more and could save myself two hours a week hence- 
forth. 

When the first copy of the RSV came to my dJesk 
I immediately had it sent to my first professor of 
Hebrew, Dr. O. T. Allis. His critical review of the 
volume (the Old Testament, that is, for we had re- 
viewed the New in 1946) appeared in our Noven her 
issue. Dr. Allis has shown the weaknesses of the tran. - 
lation, and the evident bias of some of the translators. 
The worst accusation that can be leveled against schol- 
ars is that they have twisted facts to suit their own 
theories, and have thereby laid themselves open to cor- 
rection by subsequent generations of scholars. Just as 
God accuses scientists of wilful ignorance (2 Pet. 3:5), 
so the translators “deliberately ignore” (to use their 
translation of this passage) the doctrine of inspiration. 
They simply do not believe in it. The Bible is, to them, 
a purely human document, written by men who were 
setting down their groping search for religious truth. 
These translators do not believe for an instant what they 
set down in 2 Pet. 1:21, that “no prophecy ever came 
by the impulse of man, but men, moved by the Holy 
Spirit, spoke from God.” 

It was this bias that caused the translators-to render 
the word almah by “young woman,” even though they 
knew, beyond question, that the translators of the 
Septuagint had rendered the word by the Greek 
parthenos, which could have no other translation than 
“virgin.” When the translators of the New Testament 
came to the place where the Old Testament passage was 
quoted they found, again, that the word parthenos was 
used, and correctly translated it with the word “virgin.” - 
Nothing could serve more clearly to illustrate the 
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definite bias and prejudice of the 
translators. 

But in spite of this, the Revised 
Standard Version is one of the best 
translations ever made of either the 
Old or the New Testaments. If it 
were put into the hands of an un- 
saved man, he could easily be led to a 
knowledge of Christ through its read- 
ing. If a man had no other transla- 
tion and started to write a Biblical 
theology, he would come, with no 
other tool, to the doctrines of the 
Trinity, the virgin birth of our Lord, 
the person and work of the Saviour, 
and the inspiration of the Bible. In 
spite of the bias of the translators, 
their own work teaches all of these 
doctrines and more. 

Who then should use the RSV and 
who should not use it? First, it 
should stand on the desk of every 
man who wishes to be an expository 
preacher of the Word of God. He 
should read, both in the King James 
which is in the hands of his people 
and in the RSV which is in his own 
hands, every line which he intends 
to treat, every passage which he in- 
tends to quote. In many, many places 
the RSV will shine with great clarity. 
People will know that this is the 
Word of God in spite of the few out- 
standing blunders or the many ques- 
tionings of the Hebrew text. As 
Phillips says in his preface to his 
Letters to Young Churches, he does 
not believe in plenary inspiration, 
but when he began to translate the 
epistles it was like rewiring a house 
where the main fuse had not been 
pulled and the drive and power of 
the word came with electrifying force 
on many occasions. So it can well be 
with the RSV. 

Second, every student of the Bible 
who gives any time at all to Bible 
study should compare the two ver- 
sions as he reads. If he finds passages 
which seem to touch cardinal doc- 
trines of Christian theology, he should 
go to someone who will be able to 
tell him the truth about the original 
manuscripts and advise him on the 
inwardness of the thought that is to 
be translated. 

Third, anyone who is totally un- 
familiar with the Elizabethan English, 
and who cannot bring himself to read 
the Bible in the KJ version should 
have an RSV in order to introduce 
him to the Word of God. Young 
people brought up in our pagan 
America, outside the bounds of rich 
Bible study and thus deprived of a 
close acquaintance with the Word of 


God, may catch on fire from study- 


ing this version. The Holy Spirit, 
who has built entire churches in for- 
eign tongues with translations in- 
finitely inferior to this one, can bring 
life out of death to those whom He is 
reaching. Even if you want to liken 
the King James Version to the dis- 
ciples and the RSV to the harlot of 
Samaria, we must not forget that it 
was she who brought back the town. 

Who then should not use the Re- 
vised Standard Version? It should 
never be used by anyone who be- 
lieves that one major error nullifies 
an entire work. It should not be used 
by anyone who would have his faith 
disturbed if he, on very occasional 
visits to the Bible, should find some- 
thing vaguely different from that 
which he heard in his youth. And it 
should not be used by anyone who is 
so attached to a pattern that includes 
error that faith would be shaken by 
that which would restore a larger 
percentage of truth. If someone is 
shocked because he learns that Jo=- 
seph’s coat was a tailored garment 
and not a coat of many colors (Gen. 
37:3), or that Anah found hot springs 
in the wilderness instead of mules 
(Gen. 36:24), the RSV is not for him. 

How spiritually wonderful to get 
the true Hebrew of Psalm 30:5: “For 
his anger is but for a moment, and 
his favor is for a lifetime.” How won- 
derful that Isaiah 45:18 is translated 
“He did not make it a chaos,” show- 
tng clearly that the creation as it is 
found in Genesis 1:2 is not the crea- 
tion of Genesis 1:1. How fine that 
“weeks” in Daniel 9 is rendered 
“weeks of years.” 

Erernity will continue to use the 
King James Version for all quotations 
unless otherwise indicated. In all my 
writings, where I so frequently arrive 
at a composite translation of my own, 
the reader can judge, if he finds a 





From the experience of one 
who passed through much 
tribulation comes this confi- 
dent word: “We are troubled 
on every side, yet not dis-- 
tressed; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecu- 
ted, but not forsaken; cast 
down, but not destroyed” 
(2 Cor. 4:8, 9). 











Out of faith comes faithfulness 





quotation that is not from the KJV, 
and not marked as coming from some 
other established version, that it is 
my own rendering based on the 
original languages and the various 
translations and versions in several 
languages and adapted to my own 
expository purposes. 

Because there has arisen some con- 
fusion in names since the publication 
of the RSV, we shall use the follow- 
ing abbreviations. KJV will indicate 
the King James Version whenever 
there is necessity for identifying it. 
ASV will indicate the American 
Standard Version of 1901. RSV will 
refer to the Revised Standard Version 
of 1946-52. Other translations, such 
as Knox, Weymouth, Goodspeed, etc., 
will be named in full. 

I shall always change from the KJV 
when I believe that the change makes 
for clarity. And I am going to pay 
our readers the compliment of believ- 
ing that they are intelligent enough 
to check anything that disturbs them, 
to protest anything that outrages 
them, to judge all that they read and 
accept that which their own mind, 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit; may 
approve. I expect them to judge all 
things and to hold fast that which is 
good. 

Finally, if some critic says that I 
have fully approved the RSV and that 
I have become a modernist by so 
doing, you may classify him as some- 
one who has read my words and 
twisted them to his own ends in order 
that he may attack me for those ends. 
All I am saying is that we have a new 
and very useful tool if we accept it 
with its limitations, neither abhoring 
it nor accepting it as final. 

And if you hear such criticism, ask 
the critic if he has read the RSV— 
every line and note of it. And does 
he know Greek and Hebrew? And 
does he recognize the hundreds and 
hundreds of simplifications and clari- 
fications in the RSV? And are the 
blatant biased passages sufficient to 
condemn the whole thing as a tool to 
be used to increase our knowledge 
of the Word of God? 

I do not believe the RSV will gen- 
erally supplant the King James in 
public worship. The prophecies of the 
all-out proponents of the RSV are as 
foolish as the obscurantism .of. its 
wildest enemies. It is a tool, and 
many of its edges are sharp, some of 
its edges are dull, and a few of its 
edges are chipped and brokén. ‘But 
on the whole it can be ‘a very tseful. * 
tool. END 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 
CHAPTER Two 
VERSES TWENTY TO TWENTY-THREE 

But you have an anointing from 
the Holy One, and you all know. I did 
not write to you because you are 
ignorant of the truth, but - because 
you know it, and because every lie 
is not ef the truth. Who is the liar 
but the one who denies that Jesus is 
the Messiah? This is the anti-christ, 
the one who denies the Father and 
the Son. Every one who denies the 
Son, neither has he the Father (and 
the one who confesses the Son has the 
Father also). 

John turns from the serious sub- 
ject of his last discussion with an 
expression of confidence in his read- 
ers. “But you,” he says, “need not 
fear. You are blessed and enlight- 
ened by God’s Holy Spirit, enlight- 
ened not after the fashion of our 
high-minded heretics, but by the very 
spirit of the Lord.” Notice that we 
have replaced “and” by “but.” Greek 
very frequently failed to distinguish 
between the copula and the adversa- 
tive, and in translating it is often 
necessary to mark the fact. A strik- 
ing example is the injunction: “Be 
angry and sin not,” where the obvious 
meaning is: “Be angry but sin not,” 
that is “Let your anger never be other 
than righteous anger.” 

Note, too, that “anointing” is 
chrisma. The assonance between this 
noun and its divine derivative “Christ” 
would be striking to a Greek reader. 
John says: “True, there are many 
antichrists, but there are also many 
who know that anointing which gave 
Christ Himself His title.” Anointing, 
in the Old Testament, was a rite of 
consecration. The Hebrew Messiah 
and its Greek translation Christ, 
meaning as they do “the Anointed,” 
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underline the priestly function of the 
Lord. Along with their Lord, Chris- 
tians share this privilege. “It is God 
who guarantees us together with you 
in Christ,” writes Paul, “and who 
anointed us; He also sealed us and 
gave us the earnest of the Spirit in 
our hearts” (2 Cor. 1:21). In these 
verses Paul makes a similar, almost 
punning play on Christos and chrisas, 
as John does in chrisma and Christos. 

There is another important detail 
in this difficult passage. In both verse 
twenty and verse twenty-seven, where 
the expression occurs again, the pro- 
noun “you” is emphatic. “But you 
have an anointing . . .” says the first 
text. “You, too, have an ancinting 

.” says the second. Why this in- 
sistence? It seems clear that the 
Gnostics, whose dangerous teaching 
is never far from John’s anxious 
thought in this epistle, claimed, and 
perhaps practiced, a special “anoint- 
ing.” A Gnostic document is extant 
which says, in the obscure and mystic 
language the heretics often affected: 
“We alone of all men are Christians, 
who complete the mystery at the third 
portal, and are anointed there with 
speechless anointing.” Probably the 
sectaries had adopted some of the 
rituals of the pagan mystery-reli- 
gious, and were in the habit of 
exalting their ritual over the sim- 
plicities of John’s little flock. “Fear 
not,” says the apostle, “your anoint- 
ing is real.” 

One last word on verse twenty— 
note that “all” in the best manuscripts 
is the subiect of “know” not the ob- 
ject. “You all know (the truth),” not, 
“You know all things.” The former 
reading designed by John as a riposte 
against the self-styled “enlightened” 
remains in the text as a rebuke to 
sacerdotalism. We are all “priests of 


God,” equally entitled to the Spirit’s 
insight. 

The next verse underlines this fact. 
John’s approach is simple. He has 
warned his friends against antichris- 
tian falsehood, not because they lack 
intelligence but because they possess 
the truth, and because every species 
of falsehood is alien to the truih. The 
Cambridge Greek Testament quotes 
Maurice: “Many of us think we can 
put the truth into people by screaming 
it into their ears. We do not suppose 
that they have any truth in them to 
which we can make appeal.” 

“Who is the liar?” Asks the apostle 
abruptly. Surely the one who tells 
the lie of all lies, who distinguishes, 
like Cerinthus, between Jesus and 
Christ, and thereby denies the In- 
carnation, denying the Father along 
with His Son. Study Matthew 11:27; 
John 5:23; 14:6; 15:23. The central 
truth of John’s Gospel, to which he 
here makes reference, was the unity 
of Father and Son. Only through the 
Son can the Father be known (John 
1:18) and to deny God’s revelation 
in His Son is to shatter the whole 
fabric of Christian truth, and to stand 
in fundamental opposition to the 
whole doctrine of the Atonement. He 
who does this is in very truth the 
“Antichrist.” The “Antichrist,” with 
a capital letter, will go no further in 
essential antithesis. There are still 
those who insist on the Fatherhood 
of God and yet deny the deity of 
Christ. Whatever such a religion may 
be called it is not Christianity, and 
these two verses condemn its heresy 
in comprehensive terms. “Everyone 
who denies the Son loses all claim on 
the Father, and (continuing w‘th the 
words found in many important 
manuscripts) the one who confesses 
the Son has the Father also.” 
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VERSES TWENTY-FOUR TO TWENTY-EIGHT 

As for you, that which you have 
heard from the beginning, let it abide 
in you. If what you have heard from 
the beginning abides in you, you 
‘yourselves will abide in the Son and 
‘in the Father. And this is the promise 
which He Himself made us, eternal 
life. These things I wrote to you 
concerning those who are truing to 
lead you astray. But as for you, the 
anointing you have received from 
Him abides in you, and you have no 
need for anyone to teach you, but 
just as His anointing is teaching you 
about all things, and is a true anoint- 
ing, and not a lie, even as it has 
taught you, abide, in Him. And now, 
little children, abide in Him, so that 
when He be made manifest, we may 
have boldness and not be shamed 
from His presence at His appearing. 

In verse twenty-four, says the 
Cambridge Greek Testament, “the 
arbitrary distinctions introduced by 
the translators of 1611 reach a climax. 
The same Greek word is translated 
in three different ways in one verse; 
“abide . . . remain . . . continue.” 
Elsewhere it is rendered in four other 
ways, making seven English words to 
one Greek; “dwell” (John 1: 39; 6:56; 
14:10, 17), “tarry” (4:10; 21:22, 23), 
“endure” (6:27), “be present” (14: 
25).” This inconsistency is to be re- 
gretted. The idea of “abiding” is 
characteristic of John in all three 
divisions of his writings and should be 
translated uniformly and consistently 
by one word. Here he says in sum- 
mary: “Let the truth which first 
brought you to salvation dominate 
your thought and feeling. In such 
case you will remain in spiritual 
union with the Father and the Son.” 
Or perhaps the order is significant. 
John says “the Son and the Father,” 
stressing the thought that by abiding 
in Christ we abide in God. And what 
is this but “eternal life?” Eternal life, 
as every reader of John’s Gospel is 
made to realize, is not a duration of 
being dating from death to eternity, 
but a quality of living, available for 
the existence of earth and necessarily 
indestructible, because it is the life 
of God. Such is His promise, says 
John, using for the first time a word 
common in Paul and Luke. 

In verse twenty-seven John returns 
to his confidence in his readers. They 
need rather reminding than teaching. 
The words are not to be taken as an 
expression of anti-intellectualism. The 
whole letter proves that instruction 
in Christian truth is necessary. It is 
false intellectualism that the apostle 
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has in mind, and Ephesus, as we have 
seen, was rife with it. Note the ad- 
versative pronoun of the beginning of 
verse twenty-seven, and the emphatic 
repetition of the pronouncement of 
verse twenty. 

Verse twenty-eight is a practical 
conclusion. Somewhere, sometime, we 
shall all meet the Lord. And in what 
spirit shall we meet Him? Let it be 
with the fearless trust with which a 
child meets his father, not “shamed 
from His presence.” The phrase con- 
tains a picture of shrinking form and 
averted face. We have met the word 
“boldness” before. It literally means 
“freedom of speech,” and then, by im- 
plication, the calm confidence which 
is unabashed, able to speak openly, 
and free from all dissembling, reti- 
cence, or deceit. 


VERSE TWENTY-NINE 

If you know that He is just you 
know that everyone who practices 
righteousness is born of Him. 

This verse forms a transition to an- 
other section of the letter, extending, 
with one major digression (4:1-6) to 
5:12. Dodds divides at 4:12, making 
4:13 to 5:12 another main division, 
and the suggestion is not without 
logic; but it is a fact that through the 
rest of the Epistle the thought of God 
as living love is dominant. By a gen- 
tle change we pass with this verse 
from the antithesis of light and dark- 
ness to that of love and hate, the op- 
position between God and the world 
to that of God’s children and the same 
hostile system. The theme of love, too, 
naturally introduces that of God’s 
family. The “fellowship” of the first 
half of the letter becomes the per- 
sonal relationship of the latter half, 
with all that fact implies. The “walk- 
ing in the light” of the first two chap- 
ters becomes the “practicing of right- 
eousness” of the latter theme. 

This is not to imply mere repetition. 
New subjects also intrude—the Sec- 
ond Coming, Christian courage, and 
divine sonship; but generally the 
theme traverses old ground by new, 
rich paths, setting truths already 
stated in new light and new contexts, 
and with new emphases reinforcing 
the old appeal. Can Christian preach- 
ing, after all, do more? 

The prime purpose of 2:29, this 
verse of introduction and transition, 
is to stress the fact that practical 
righteousness is the fruit, and the 
sign of the holy relationship which 
is to be the theme. It is no matter of 
mysticism divorced from life’s con- 
duct. The child of God demonstrates 


being spent in sacrificial service? 


his standing by the visible simplici- 
ties of Christ-like living, for God the 
Father, as John has been insisting 
since he wrote the Eighteenth Verse 
of the First Chapter of his Gospel, 
cannot be separated in thought from 
the realities of Christ the Son, who 
set Him forth in terms men could see 
and understand. 

Note in the verse before us the 
identification which is implied in the 
two pronouns. “He” is Christ. Tenny- 
son’s phrase, “our fair Father Christ” 
is not a repugnant idea, but it is also 
not a scriptural one, and John’s first 
pronoun undoubtedly refers to Christ. 
The notion in the last phrase, on the 
other hand, demands reference to 
God the Father. As in Verse Twenty- 
Seven John takes the oneness of the 
Trinity for granted. In other words, 
our sonship depends wholly upon our 
standing in Christ. Whether John’s 
predominant figure of the New Birth 
colors the conception, or Paul’s figure 
of adoption, Christian sonship is of 
grace not of right. Paul’s quotation of 
the pagan poet (Acts 17:28) does not 
imply, as he himself amply shows, 
any countenance of wider ideas. In 
Old Testament and New, revealed 
truth teaches that man becomes God’s 
child by processes which spring from 
God’s love, and God’s grace. 


CHAPTER THREE 
VERSES ONE TO THREE 

See what unearthly love God has 
given us, that we should be called 
(as indeed we are) the children of 
God. This is why the world does not 
recognize us, as it did not recognize 
Him. Beloved, we are the children 
of God now, but it has not yet been 
made clear what we shall be; but 
we know that when He is shown 
forth we shall be like Him because 
we shall see Him as He is. And 
everyone who has this hope built on 
Him, purifies himself just as He is 
pure. 

The interrogative pronoun in v. 1 
means literally “of what country.” 
“Of what country is the love . . .?” 
asks John, as though unable to 
identify what place on earth could 
bring forth a beauty so surpassing in 
its strangeness. There are one or twe 
illuminating contexts where the word 
occurs again. For example Matthew 
8:27, which runs literally: “And they 
were astonished, saying, of what 
country is this man, that the winds 
and the waves obey him?”—“What 
unearthly personage .. .” as it were. 
The same word occurs in 2 Pet. 3:1L. 

(Continued on paye 36) 
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EDITORIALS 


The Lord And His Child 
Israel And The Word 


Only The Word Prevents Distortion 


Hunger For Fellowship 


The W orld’ s Hope and The WCC 


GOD AND ME 

That joining of God with the 
individual is one of the most impor- 
tant and precious truths of the 
Bible. I ran across this union of 
Deity with His child in a verse in 
Genesis. I was sitting in a hotel 
room in Cincinnati on a Tuesday 
evening. I had worked hard all day 
Monday and driven from Philadel- 
phia to New York in a heavy rain. 
I had preached with blessing on the 
Monday evening and then spent 
seven hours on an airplane with no 
more than fitful snatches of sleep. 
Then all day Tuesday I had been 
in conference after conference at 
the NAE convention. Now it was 
evening and I had to work for a 
few hours to meet a deadline. I set 
a goal for myself of five paragraphs 
of the Daily Meditations, those that 
appear in this issue dated June 1 
to 5. After I had worked for more 
than two hours on the first four, I 
saw the truth, the wonderful truth 
that would form the basis of the 
fifth meditation, and then my head 
went forward and I fell asleep on 
my typewriter. It was not many 
minutes before the hardness of the 
steel against my head awakened me 
and I thrilled with utmost joy as I 
worked on the sentence—preposter- 
ous or divine—spoken by Joseph to 
the butler and the baker in prison. 

‘‘Interpretations belong to God; 
tell me... ’’ Is there anything more 
calculated to show the relationship 
of the Lord’s child with Himself? 
It was the short: and pithy an- 
nouncement that Joseph represented 
the true God, and that if the butler 
and baker wished to know the mind 
of God they were to address them- 
selves to Joseph. It was the accept- 
ance by faith of a relationship 
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which God would later announce to 
Moses, ‘‘I have made thee God to 
Pharoah”’ (Ex. 7:1) 

God wants His yielded children to 
involve Him by their faith. This is 
the true meaning of our adoption. 
We must not be confused by the 
modern meaning of the term—God 
has not taken orphans and attached 
them to Himself, but like the Roman 
fathers who adopted their own sons, 
publicly acknowledging themselves 
to be responsible for all their busi- 
ness activities, so God has set us 
forth as His representatives, and 
He wants us to move in quietly and 
involve Him. There is a hair-line 
difference between Satanic pride 
and over-powering, majestic: faith. 
‘Do you wish the wisdom of God ?’’ 
Joseph demanded and then con- 
tinued, ‘‘ Ask me.”’ 

When I saw this my heart sang, 
and I was vividly awake. I had 
waited upon the Lord and He had 
renewed my strength. He had given 
me to see Joseph’s faith as eagles’ 
wings, upon which I might mount 
up to Him (Isa. 40:31). We have 
been made responsible sons. Let us 
act as such. 


BEHIND ISRAEL 


One of the most interesting and 
significant developments in our day 
is the sharp division that is evident 
in the midst of Israel. The division 
is definitely a spiritual one. There 
are Jews who are skeptics and who 
look upon the new nation of Israel 
as a purely geographical unit for a 
purely political purpose, while there 
are others who see the nation as the 
land promised to the people by God, 
and the purpose to be a divine and 
spiritual one. 


Guard against the beginning of sin 


The nation of Israel has been 
fleating bonds in this country, and , 
the backers of the. bond issue recent- 
ly published an advertisement in the. 
New York papers which contained 
the following: ‘‘BEHIND ISRAEL 
THERE IS A BOOK... 

“It is a book that has proved, 
perhaps, more amazing than you 
may think 

“For its pages have given not 
only inspiration, cohesiveness and 
faith to Israel’s people, but un- 
canny direction to material wealth. 

“It is not unusual in Israel to- 
day to find a geologist poring 
over the Bible—seeking a clue 
to mineral deposits buried in the 
earth. 

“Indeed, many important dis- 
coveries have stemmed directly 
from three and four thousand 
year-old passages in the Old 
Testament. 

“Phosphates, copper, and other 
minerals have been discovered 
with the aid of the facts recorded 
in the Bible. 

“And these discoveries are 
being developed with funds pro- 
vided from the sale of Israel 
Bonds. 

“No single factor in the devel- 
opment of Israel’s economy is 
more important than Bond pro- 
ceeds.” 

Students of the Word of God can- 
not but be interested in such a phe- 
nomenon in our day. There is un- 
doubtedly a stirring in the valley of 
dry bones (Ezk. 37:1-10). There 
seems to be a definite swelling of 
the leaf buds on the fig tree (Mt. 
25 :32-34). We who are believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and who re- 
member that our Saviour is also the 
Jewish Messiah, must ever bear in 
mind the injunction to ‘‘Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem: they shall 
prosper that love thee’’ (Psa. 
122 :6). 


ILLUSION 

A recent issue of Collier’s had a 
two-page spread of color phote- 
graphs under the title ‘‘See it isn’t 
so.’’ I read so rapidly that my eyes 
thought the title said ‘‘Say it isn’t 
so’’ until I rechecked. One photo- 
graph showed a series of orange 
blocks disposed against a black 
background in such a way that the 
eye was sure that the vertical lines 
were slanting until a ruler proved 
them straight. Another photograph 
made you wonder whether it was of 
a staircase leading down to the sub- 
way or a staircase leading upward 
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to a prison door. The caption said 
that it was the inside of a camera 
bellows looking toward the spot 
where the lens is usually placed. A 
third photograph seemed to be 
bumps on something looking like a 
blue squash, but when it was turned 
upside down it was seen to be holes 
in a_ sponge. 

The text said, ‘‘As wonderful a 
mechanism as the human eye may 
be, it often behaves like a blatant 
liar. It ean—and frequently does— 
trick us out of the truth.”’ 

The eye is like that about things 
that are seen, but the mind and the 
heart are like that about a thousand 
things that are outside of the realm 
of the visible. All of life around us 
is filled with illusions. We are so 
eonditioned that we tend to think 
exactly what we want to think. We 
form judgments and fit all phe- 
nomena into those judgments. Wil- 
liam James said that when some 
people think they are thinking they 
are merely rearranging their preju- 
dices. 

We must watch ovrselves lest we 
be guilty of false judgment because 
of reliance upon human standards 
instead of upon the divine revela- 
tion of truth in the Word. And we 
mvst be prepared to be misjudged 
without reacting against the mis- 
judgment because we know that the 
Lord sees ovr hearts and that He 
will make all things right in His 
own time. Paul wrote to the Corin- 
thians, ‘‘ With me it is a very sma'l 
thing that I be judged by you, or 
according to man’s day. I do not 
even judge myself . Therefore 
judge nothing before the time, be- 
fore the Lord comes, for He will 
bring to light the things now hidden 
in darkness and will reveal the pur- 
poses of the heart’’ (1 Cor. 4:3-5). 

Then Pal pushes the aynlication 
home: ‘“‘T have applied all this to 
myse'f and Apollos for your benefit, 
that vou mav learn bv us to live ae- 
cording to the Seripture’’ (4:6). 
Not aceording to appearances, but 
according to the Serintures. Not 
aceording to spiritval illusions (as 
false as optical illvsions), but ac- 
eording to the Word of God. Onlv 
the Word can cure and prevent dis- 
tortion. 

REPERCUSSIONS 

I do not know of anvthing that I 
have written which has brought so 
much comment as my New Year’s 
Reso'ution in our Januarv iss”e. As 
it was printed on the inside covers, 
front and back, it was easy to sepa- 
rate from the magazine. In one ease 
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it was tacked to the bulletin board 
of an outstanding conservative Bap- 
tist theological seminary, with the 
author’s name added and the com- 
ment, ‘‘Good for him!’’ We had 
two letters of eriticism, both of 
which I published, and a third which 
has come in sinee. But as two of these 
letters are from ministers in very 
small churehes of the come-outer 
type they are discounted for their 
bias. 

There is an undoubted hunger 
among deep-thinking fundamental 
Christians for a closer-knit fellow- 
ship among those who are true be- 
lievers. I have had a letter from a 
calm and quiet man who has been 
a leader at the state level of one of 
our large denominations. He says, 
‘*T think I know exactly what you 
mean and how you feel. I have had 
somewhat the same experience and 
had to make a decision and it was 
not easy. You know what I think 
about the ecclesiastical. arrogance 
and modernism of which there is 
plenty . .. especially in the ‘higher 
places.’ Men who seem to think they 
are God's gift to the chureh and 
have all wisdom. I come in contact 
with them at council meetings quite 
often, yet I also find in others true 
humility and a desire to seek and 
know the will of God and to follow 
His leading. Many of our leaders 
are faithful servants of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and are doing all in 
their power to win souls for Him. 
They need our help and I am glad 
you have written as you have for I 
believe it will help you as well as 
making your message more power- 
ful. Many ministers and Christian 
laymen have not had the kind of 
teaching we had, and while they see 
the same Lord and read the same 
Bible they do not pay as much at- 
tention to details and thus miss 
much that makes it so wonderful and 
helpful to us. It is for that reason 
they resent our positiveness and as- 
surance, we say I know, they think 
or hope. It is all true, but to know 
it now is what helps. Many of these 
leaders would like our assurance and 
the only way we can help them is to 
draw a bit closer to them and 
throvgh prayer and fellowship help 
them get a better understanding of 
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the Word. At the same time they 
will get to know us and find we are 
not so hard to get along wit: after 
all. To do this it will not be neces- 
sary to give up anything that we 
believe, but we will have to open the 
way.”’ 
EVANSTON 1954 
A great deal was said about the 


conference at Amsterdam in 1950 
in which the World Council of 
Churches was organized. The next 


meeting of the World Council is to 
be at Evanston, Illinois in 1954. 

The conference is to have a theme 
—one doctrine in Christianity is to 
be the main study of the Council 
meetings. The choice of the subject 
was given to a committee which in- 
cluded very conservative European 
theologians. The result was that 
Christ, the hope of the world, was 
chosen for the topie with a subhead- 
ing which emphasized the fact that 
it was the second coming of Christ 
which is the world’s hope. . 

The Christian Advocate, organ of 
the Methodist Church, uttered a 
loud editorial howl. Such a subject, 
they said, would give greater ad- 
vantage to the fundamentalists, and 
no mention should be made of the 
second coming of Christ. In spite of 
this inner dissension in the very 
heart of the ecumenical movement, 
the subject stands and the second 
coming of Christ will be the theme 
at Evanston. 

I recently had lunch with one of 
the outstanding leaders of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. In the 
course of our conversation I called 
his attention to the statement by 
the Christian Advocate. To my 
amazement he dismissed the matter 
with a gesture of deprecation, say- 
ing ‘‘They don’t know what the score 
is. They are not aware how fast 
everything is moving back to the 
evangelical position.’’ 

In my opinion the meeting of the 
World Council of Churches at 
Evanston in 1954 may be a very 
important spiritual landmark. While 
it is certain that there will be many 
men there, some of them at the top, 
who are modernists, there will also 
be very many who are born again. 
If the chureh can face the blessed 
hope and accept it, it may set going 
one of the most vital movements 
toward taking the Gospel through- 
out the churches which have been 
liberal up to the present. W-th the 
restoration of its first hope the 
chureh might well come back to its 
early doctrinal foundation. We 
must pray much for this. 
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ISRAEL 


The following is a translation from the German, 


made by the Rev. H. L. Ellison, B.A., B.D., of London, | 


and taken from the German Jewish paper 
“Jedioth Chadashoth,” published in Israel. 

The article was written by Schalom Ben-Chorin, 
one of Israel’s most liberal thinkers, 


and titled, “Christian Missions and Freedom of Religion.” 


The paper in which the article was printed 


and the writer, of course, are both unfavorable to Christianity. 





“On December 20, 1952, the Chief Rabbinate of Israel 
issued an appeal against the activities of the Christian 
missions in Israel. The appeal is signed by the two 
Chief Rabbis, Dr. Herzog and Usiel, and by Sesuri, the 
General Secretary of the Chief Rabbinate; it is ad- 
dressed to all rabbis and religious officials, and calls to 
battle against the activities of the missionaries. The 
edict of the Chief Rabbinate was also sent to the Press 
for publication. It begins with the words:— 


Over four hundred emissaries of Satan, 
missionaries . . . among them baptized Jews, 
traitors to their origin, have settled like a 
swarm of locusts on the land. 


“Any thoughtful Jewish citizen will have read this 
tirade of abuse with dismay and surprise, for it is un- 
worthy of the highest religious authority and its entirely 
justified fight against the Christian mission. Just 
imagine what would happen if the Pope were to call 
the Chief Rabbi and his colleagues ‘emissaries of 
Satan,’ or if the headquarters of Protestant Churches 
were to write in such terms about the Zionist propa- 
ganda in the United States! Quite justifiably we would 
lift our voices in protest. We must address the Chris- 
tian missionaries with Voltaire’s words, ‘I deplore your 
views, but I will fight to the last breath for your right 
to express them.’ 

“Any other attitude is unworthy of a democracy. 

“Two days after this edict of the Chief Rabbinate, 
Ben Gurion, the Prime Minister, declared solemnly in 
the Knesseth [the Israeli parliament] that the new 
government would defend complete freedom of reli- 
gion and opinion, and that it would not tolerate any 
religious compulsion, from whatever side it might come. 
The only limits to freedom of opinions would be fixed 
by the security of the State and the honour of the 
individual. So understood, the Chief Rabbinate has both 
right and duty to oppose the Christian mission with all 
due sharpness, but without insulting the missionaries. 
The watchword must be spiritual combat, not baiting. 


JUNE 1953 


“By its very nature, Christianity is a religion that 
must carry on missionary work. Distinctions drawn 
between Churches and missionary organizations are 
based mainly on ignorance of the inner structure of 
Christianity. The Church ceases to be church when it 
ceases to obey the command of its Lord: Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature 
(Mark 16:15). 

“This must become generally known, and the officials 
of the Christian division of the Ministry of Religion 
know it very well. The missionaries have ncw the 
chance of showing themselves truly Christian by 
meekly turning the left cheek after having been smitten 
on the right. The reaction of missionaries is generally 
another: they threaten reprisals in their home-lands, 
where we are in a minority. The State of Israel toler- 
ates the work of Christian missions, so it cannot allow 
such unrestrained defamation of their representatives. 


Jewish Converts 

“The edict of the Chief Rabbinate attacks in par- 
ticular those of the missionaries. who are Mumarim 
bogdim, traitorous baptized Jews. But the zealous Chief 
Rabbis have not taken the trouble really to get to know 
their enemy, which should be their first strategic task. 
To-day’s Hebrew Christians of Israel are fundamentally 
different from the meshumadim |i.e., apostates], those 
baptized in days gone past. Normally baptized Jews 
left the Jewish community, and assimilated themselves 
to the nation in whose midst they lived, to its land, and 
to its dominant Church. 

“Here, things are quite different. Those Christians 
of Jewish origin in Israel who are linked together in 
the Jewish-Christian Alliance [in all probability not 
the International Hebrew Christian Alliance, but the 
not-very-successful attempt to start a Hebrew-Chris- 
tian Church some two years ago is meant] stress their 
national membership of the Jewish people and their 
loyalty to the State of Israel; they try to combine their 
national-Jewish position with their Christian religious 
conviction; more than that, they try to bring out the 
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India’s Great Christian Convention 


We know that Paul made several missionary journeys 
—through Asia Minor and over into Macedonia. We 
know that Peter was the apostle to the Jews as Paul 
was to the Gentiles and that he went to Babylon (and 
not to Rome). We have no exact knowledge of the 
movements of any of the others of the disciples. We 
will have to wait till we get to Heaven to find out what 
were the labors of Bartholomew or of Matthew the 
Publican or of Thaddaeus and the others. 

There is in southwestern India, however, a group of 
more than a million people who claim that Thomas 
was in south India and that he founded the church 
of which they are still members. I have just returned 
from the Malabar Coast. There on the bank of a 
tropical river I had the privilege of preaching to many 
many thousands of Christians whose ancestry in the 
Gospel goes back far beyond anything that any of us 
can boast. While the ancestors of most of those who 
read these words were roaming the German forests or 
living in semi-barbarism in the hills of Scotland and 
England the ancestors of the Mar Thoma Church were 
living as Christians in the garden spot of southern 
India. 

There is “no cenclusive historical proof forthcoming 
to substantiate the tradition.” This statement is taken 
from a brief history of the church by a professor in one 


of its seminaries, Dr. K. K. Kurudilla, but there are ' 


historical references to prove that the church existed 
from earliest times. Among the church fathers there 
are frequent references to the Indian church—Clement, 
Eusebius, Jerome, Hippolytus, Chrysostom, and others 
mention the body of believers in India. Marco Polo, 
two hundred years before Columbus, famous for his 
travels to China and India, mentions the existence of 
the church in south India. 

When the Portuguese started their great period of 
colonial expansion the Pope sent outa mission to seek 
to win this church over to the support of the Vatican. 
Francis Xavier, the famous Jesuit, labored to convert 
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Salvation is free, but not cheap 


the church to Rome, and there is a letter from him 
begging John III, king of Portugal, to establish the 
Inquisition in his possessions in India. This was done 
in 1560 at Goa. Evidently news of the Roman Catholic 
activity reached the Eastern church, for bishops were 
sent out with credentials from the Patriarch of Baby- 
lon; and it was not long before the whole church 
settled down into two groups, the smaller of which 
accepted the Roman authority, the larger yielded obedi- 
ence to the Eastern church. Existing records at the 
time show the field of controversy and prove beyond 
question that the church in south India did not pray 
to the virgin Mary or follow other heresies which have 
become fixed in the Roman Communion. 

Hough in his History of Christianity in India in dis- 
cussing this early period of the St. Thomas Christians 
says “The following are three leading doctrines of 
Christianity which appear always to have been held by 
the Syrian Church in India. 1. Salvation by faith in 
the atonement of Jesus Christ for the sins of mankind. 
2. The necessity of the new birth or regeneration by 
the Holy Spirit before any can believe and be saved. 
3. The Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity, as defined 
in the Athanasian Creed, but without its damnatory 
clauses.” 

Hough then goes on to show the differences between 
the Indian church and Rome. “1. She rejected the 
pope’s supremacy . .. 2. She denied the doctrine of 
transubstantiation . . . 3. They condemned the adoration 
of images as idolatrous . . . 4. They maintained that the 
Church of Rome had corrupted the true faith... 
5. Their church knew nothing of the intercession of 
saints ... 6. Purgatory ... Of this state they had never 
heard and were at a loss to understand what (the 
Roman missionaries) mean, when they referred to it. 
7. Of Masses and prayers for the dead they knew 
nothing. 8. They made no use of holy oil in the ad- 
ministration of baptism . . . 9. They had no knowledge 
of extreme unction . . . 10. Of auricular confession also 
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they had never heard and they shrank from it with 
great horror, when it was first proposed to them. 
11. They never dreamed of the celibacy of the clergy. 
12. They denied matrimony to be a sacrament. 13. They 
appear to have held but two orders, priesthood and 
diaconate. 14. They celebrated the Communion with 
cake, mixing the meal with a little oil and salt ... At 
all events it was much more like bread than the wafer 
of the Roman church. 15. They consecrated the ele- 
ments with prayer, believing that, without the Holy 
Spirit, the mere words of the priest would be of no 
avail. 16. They administered in both kinds to all com- 
municants. 17. They admitted to Communion the mem- 
bers of other churches. 18. In all questions of doctrine 
they appealed to the authority of sacred Scripture as 
decisive.” ' 

This is highly important as it is a living witness in 
the midst of the world that Rome corrupted Christian 
truth during the Middle Ages but that the corruption 
did not extend to the church outside of Europe. 

The Roman domination of the Church extended for 
about fifty years, but there was an immediate reaction 
because of the horrors of the Inquisition, and the Church 
separated entirely from Rome with the exception of 
about four hundred families. 

In the late seventeenth century a Jacobite Bishop of 
Jerusalem went to the Malabar Coast and reconsecrated 
the bishops of the Church and from that time the union 
with the Eastern church continued unabated. The 
Roman Catholics increased their missionary activity 
and at the beginning of the nineteenth century the 
Church was divided a little more than half among the 
Jacobites and a little less than half accepting the author- 
ity of Rome. 

It was in 1816 that evangelical missionaries of the 
Church of England arrived on the scene, and there was 
a period of wide evangelism. The clergy had become 
very lax and the church was in a low spiritual state. 
The Bible existed in Syriac but few understood it. 

A great illustration of the power of the life of one 











man now came before the church. A wealthy family— 
Palakunnath—had given several leading clergymen and 
four bishops to the church. A young man of this family, 
Abraham, became a pastor. The historian tells us 
“Though conservative in temperament, he never hesi- 
tated to introduce reforms in both teaching and prac- 
tice . . . In his parish at Maramon, a village in central 
Travancore, there was a wooden image of a saintly 
ancestor which was held in great reverence by the 
people. A large concourse of people used to attend the 
festival held in honor of this ancestor. When his image 
was taken in procession, prayers were offered to him 
and offerings were given to the Church in his name. At 
one of these festivals Abraham removed the image and 
brought this superstitious practice to an end. The en- 
raged pilgrims dispersed, spreading wild rumors about 
his destructive tendencies. 

“His erudition, piety, and enthusiasm for reforms 
appealed to the missionaries, who invited him to be a 
Syriac professor in their seminary at Kottayam. A posi- 
tion which gave him an opportunity to lead the reform 
movement. This institution had come into being through 
the efforts of Colonel Munro, a British administrator. 
Abraham, along with eleven other clergymen, sub- 
mitted a memorial to the British Resident, in 1836, 
requesting his support in their attempt to cleanse the 
church of abuses.” A bill of particulars was presented 
to the British Resident showing abuses which had 
arisen in the church through the adoption of Roman 
Catholic rites and some which had grown up in the 
church itself. Abraham was greatly persecuted, finally 
being excommunicated. He sent his nephew to the 
Jacobite Patriarch in Mesopotamia and he was ordained 
bishop, returning to India and continuing the reforma- 
tion. A split in the Church took place, about 300,000 
people following the reformation movement. Ten or a 
dozen times during my latest trip to India I was re- 
minded by various persons that the Mar Thoma Church 
was the only Protestant church that had separated from 
the Eastern rite. The Western (Roman) church has 
seen the departure of great bodies through Luther, 
Calvin, and the Church of England, etc., but the Mar 
Thoma Church is the only reformation church from the 
Eastern rite. 

There was a great period of litigation in the courts 
after the separation. Ultimately the Mar Thoma Church 
lost all of its property. It immediately settled down to 
- build new churches, schools, and seminaries. At the 
time of my recent arrival in India I saw everywhere 
throughout the Malabar Coast fine institutions of learn- 
ing which had been built by this thrifty, self-sipporting 
Church. Two colleges, built of solid stone, are rising 
at the present time. The Church also has a whole group 
of high schools throughout the region and literacy has 
reached 85% among the church members. When we 
remember that this is in India, a land in which only a 
few per cent of the population is literate, we can see 
the magnificent testimony that this church is in a posi- 
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tion to exercise. The Jacobite church today has many 
faithful people in it who followed the reforms spiritually 
but were unwilling to give up their property. As a 
result they are contaminated with the false doctrines 
of the Eastern church, while the Mar Thoma Church 
has become increasingly pure. At the beginning of this 
century another Church of England missionary, Walker 
of Tinnevelly, exercised a very important influence on 
the Church. For many years he was a regular preacher 
at the annual Maramon Convention and his teaching 
and his life have produced a lasting impression on the 
people. He contributed a great deal to the upbuilding 
of the Mar Thoma Church. 

The Maramon Convention began in 1896 near the 
home of Abraham who had destroyed the image of his 
own ancestor and had introduced reformation in the 
early part of the nineteenth century. It was to this 
Convention that I went as one of the speakers. 

Coming down by air to the tip of India one flies down 
the western coast and is impressed with the millions of 
cocoanut palms which lie beneath like a vast forest. 
The impression from the air was not unlike that of flying 
over the jungles of Africa. The moment one set foot on 
the ground, however, one realized that underneath these 
millions of palm trees was a fertile country and that 
they shadowed great rice fields and multitudes of fine 
homes. India is a great triangle and the Malabar Coast 
lies at the lower lefthand corner, the southwestern side 
of the subcontinent. It is separated from the rest of 
India by ranges of mountains. The winds bring the 
clouds against these mountains and there is great. rain- 
fall. The whole country is crossed by rivers running 
through this most fertile plain. In the rest of India the 
land is arid and the people live in villages scratching 
a precarious existence from the overworked soil. In 
Travancore there is a Garden of Eden. Several hundreds 
of miles of paved roads give access to every corner of 
the country. 

Upon landing at Cichon I was met by faithful pastors 
who drove me about eighty miles through the beautiful 
countryside to the town of Tiruvalla. Here after a tea 
in the gardens of one of the leading laymen, at which 
I met many of the leaders of the church, I was taken 
to the home of the metropolitan bishop for dinner and 
the night. The bishop was away and there were four 
of us in his home for dinner. 

I had been greatly in prayer about the coming Con- 
vention with a great desire that the Lord would bless 
and that the Word of God might penetrate into the 
hearts of multitudes of people and that there should be 
profoundly spiritual blessing. At the dinner I met one 


‘of my fellow speakers, a young missionary named 


Seamands, who had been born in India of missionary 
parents. These were of the old stock of Methodists 
devoted to the Word of God, and the son who had 
spent most of his life in India (to the point where he 
speaks English with an Anglo-Indian accent) is also 


(Continued on page 38) 
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IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


THE BUTLER . .. AND THE BAKER HAD 
OFFENDED (40:1) June 1 

All of history, even to the smallest details in the 
affairs of men, moves to bring to pass the counsels of 
God on behalf of His own children. God is at work in 
this world training those who are to be associated with 
His Son in the government of the universe. Far more 
important than the movement of armies and the rise 
and fall of civilizations is this training of God’s children. 
The life of every citizen of the world moves in patterns 
which men might call chance, or which they might think 
was the fruitage of their own choices, but in reality 
God is moving in His mysterious ways to perform His 
wonders on behalf of that segment of the population 
which has been chosen in Christ before the foundation 
of the world. The offending by a butler and a baker, 
and all that happened to them in life and in death, was 
planned with the welfare of Joseph in view. 


Lord, make us breathlessly aware of Thy working for us. 


HE PUT THEM ... WHERE JOSEPH WAS BOUND 
(40:3) ‘ June 2 
God holds the heart of even a great king in His hand, 
and turns it wheresoever He will. There is absolutely 
no such thing as a royal whim, or a question of chance. 
There were thousands of people in Egypt, but none of 
them mattered except Joseph. God moved in the work- 
ing of the minds and choices of the whole population 
from king to jailer as easily as you might set a watch 
to an appointed hour or wind its springs to keep it in 
motion. How sinful, therefore, for a Christian to worry 
or fret. God is moving the very stars in their orbits to 
work toward His will, and He moves the passions of 
men and the decisions of those in authority to do the 
work He has planned for your life. Whether it be the 
spleen of your boss or the way in which a drunken man 
drives his automobile into yours, God has planned it 

and brought it about, to fulfill His purpose for you. 
Lord, show us why worry is a sin. 


THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD (40:4) June 3 

An amazing reference, this. For in the last chapter 
we learn that the captain of the guard was none other 
than Potiphar. It seems to me that here is evidence 
beyond question that Potiphar never believed his wife’s 





story about Joseph; he probably knew her too well. 
At the first telling of his wife’s story he had been angry, 
and had put Joseph into prison, but upon reflection he 
weighed the character of Joseph as he had come to 
know him, and did not have him killed, but lifted him 
to as much honor as the prison could afford. His face 
was still saved, and now he was able to do Joseph a 
good turn. How God vindicates His own. Let us remem- 
ber -that we can always leave our cause with God. We 
need never fear what man can do to us. Has someone 
done you a great wrong? Trust in God and He will 
bring His plans to pass. “And He shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the 
noonday” (Psa. 37:6). 

Lord, may we commit our cause te Thee. 


THEY DREAMED A DREAM .. . EACH MAN HIS 
DREAM (40:5) June 4 
A psychologist might trace a dream to the workings 


of the sub-conscious mind of the dreamers, and a 
physiologist might trace the dream to the disturbing 
effects of over-eating. But in the days when the Bible 
was not there as the supreme guide for all to follow, God 
worked even through the natures of the unregenerate, 
their fears and their superstitions, to work out the 
effective plan which He had formed to deliver Joseph 
from the prison. He would use a combination of cir- 
cumstances which included the confounding of the un- 
regenerate, the terrified superstitions of those who lived 
in the faith of Satan, and the quiet trustfulness of His 
own child to show effectively that there is no knowledge 
but that of God and no power that can frustrate His 
will. 

Lord, show us that we can afford 

to rest in quietness and confidence. 


DO NOT INTERPRETATIONS BELONG TO GOD? 
(40:8) June 5 
There was no doubt in the mind of Joseph of the 


sovereign authority of God and of His divine wisdom 
and power. The calm resolution with which he man- 
aged all the affairs of the work that was committed to 
his hand stemmed entirely from the concept which He 
had of God. A small boy told another, “My father and 
I know everything.” The other boy asked a very hard 
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question and the first one<replied, after a moinent’s 
hesitation, “That’s one for my father.” The life of 
Joseph seems to have been as simple and child-like as 
that. His faith was a matter-of-fact attitude of cer- 
tainty. There was a problem and his faith moved out to 
involve Ged, to put Him on the spot, but with an ex- 
pectancy that was born of the faith which had been 
communicated to him. 

Lord, enlarge our concept of Thee. 


INTERPRETATIONS BELONG TO GOD: TELL ME 


(40:8) June 6 
There is something divine in this enormous contrast 


that comes from the lips of Joseph. If there had been 
any trust in his own wisdom or any confidence in his 
own being, this suggestion would be an effrontery equal 
to that of Satan’s boast that he would be like the Most 
High (Isa. 14:14). What closeness of faith is seen in 
these words. What a walk with God is revealed in this 
combination of God and Joseph in the mind of Joseph. 
The young Hebrew was saying, in effect, that he knew 
God and that he was the representative of God in 
Egypt. He was saying that he had access to God and 
that he could secure the true meaning of something as 
mystical and involved as an unknown dream. Yet there 
was no pretense, such as that which marks one who 
claims to be the vicar of Christ, but the simplicity of a 
child who knows just where his father is and how he 


can be reached. 
Lord, jein us to Thyself in faith. 


JOSEPH SAID, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION 
(40:12) June 7 
There is no greater power than that of a man who 
knows, and who knows that he knows. Joseph knew 
God, and in those days when there were no written 
Scriptures God revealed Himself directly’to His mes- 
sengers. Today we have the Word of God in our hand 
and the result is still the same. God speaks through 
His written Word, and the Holy Spirit reveals the truth 
to His own. This is why we are told that we are to 
speak as the oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11). Let no man 
who has been called of God in salvation fail to recog- 
nize that he is charged to set forth the truth that he has 
seen and heard (1 John 1:3). And if you have been 
privileged to know the depths of truth you are all the 
more responsible to speak with finality on the truth 
which has been revealed by the Holy Spirit through 
the Word. 
Lord, give us strength in the Word. 


MAKE MENTION OF ME UNTO PHARAOH (40:14) 
June 8 

It was natural, of course, that Joseph should ask an 
unregenerate man to speak on his behalf to an unre- 
generate king. But God would not allow this human 
request to be answered. The deliverance was not to 
come from the memory of a butler, but from the inter- 
vention of God. If you look back in your own life, you 
will discover that the things which you got for yourself 
by following some human “angles” brought no jey and 
gladness with them. But the things which came to us 
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from God in such a manner that we could see the work- 
ing of the invisible, filled us with holy awe and brought 
a keen delight to the depths of our soul. The Lord set 
forth this truth in Isaiah when He said, “Cease ye from 
man whose nose can hold only one breath; what’s he 
worth anyway?” (Isa. 2:22 Heb.). Let us wait rather 
for the eternal breath of God. 

Lerd, breathe upon us. 


WHEN THE CHIEF BAKER SAW THAT THE 
INTERPRETATION WAS GOOD (40:16) June 9 
Men of the world do not want truth; they want that 


which pleases them. If they think that what is set forth 
will please them, they are ready to listen. The angel 
let John see the little book, and told him to swallow it. 
It was like honey in the mouth, but it was hitter to 
the belly (Rev. 10:9). There are many who nibble at 
the truth of God and who find it bitter when they take 
it. Many come toward the Gospel but turn from it 
when they find that their characters are condemned 
and they must stand bankrupt before God. Many want 
to learn what is going to happen in the future, and 
flock to studies on prophecy, but ridicule it when they 
discover its apocalyptic terrors which are to fall upon 
all civilization and culture which has arisen from man- 
kind. 

Lerd, give us all truth, however bitter. 


THE BIRDS SHALL EAT THY FLESH (40:19) June 10 
It would be wonderful if we did not have to preach 
hard truths. Joseph would probably have been much 
happier to pass on a good word to the baker, but faith- 
fulness to the truth outweighed all personal desire. 
There was high courage here, for Joseph might have 
found more favor if he had spoken well to both of 
these high officers. It is never our right to pick and 
choose in the midst of our divine message in order to 
find that which will be palatable to our hearers. Water- 
ing down the truth as it goes to our hearers is one of 
the greatest charges that can ever be laid at the feet of 
a pastor whose business it is to feed the flock of God. 
It would be nice to preach Heaven without Hell, and 
many there are who try it. But they are found to be 
false prophets and their ministry can never truly satisfy 
them. How many men are living in the refinements of 
despair, even though they are called ministers of God, 
simply because they refuse to tell the whole truth. 
Paul shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God 

(Acts 20:27). 
Lord, make us men of the whole truth. 


THE THIRD DAY ... PHARAOH’S BIRTHDAY (40:20) 
June 11 

There is a strange combination of ideas here. When 
we find something in the Bible that takes place on the 
third day it is generally associated with the great truth 
that the Lord Jesus rose on the third day from among 
the dead. God had given to Joseph the prophetic truth 
of the events that should happen on that third day. Both 
life and death came out of the festival time. So it is that 
the Gospel is the savor of life unto life and death unte 
death (2 Cor. 2:16), for not only do the believers go te 
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Heaven because of the work of Christ but the unbeliev- 
ers are rightfully judged on the ground of that same 
work. Then there is another idea here: children of 
Adam are prone to celebrate their birthdays. Unsaved 
people should think of their birthdays as horrible re- 
minders of their advance through this life toward 
eternity; believers should rejoice in the new birth and 
the grace that is with us through the years. 

Lord, teach us to number our days. 


HE LIFTED UP THE HEADS (40:20) June 12 
We can well imagine the thoughts of Joseph as he 
saw the doors of the prison swing open and his two 
noble charges being led back to the court. He knew that 
the baker would soon die, but he could think of the 
butler’s whispering into the ear of Pharaoh that there 
was a man in prison who could read dreams and fore- 
tell the future. Every time the prison door opened, the 
next day and the next, Joseph must have started with 
expectancy, and wondered if this were the call that 
would bring him to the attention of Pharaoh and cause 
his release. But there is no wind as cold as man’s 
ingratitude. Men will become very active through the 
motivations of pride, ambition, covetousness, envy, 
wrath, or revenge. They may be moved by hope or fear. 
But the marks of gratitude are very faint, indeed, they 

are scarcely perceptible. 
Lord, teach us to trust only in Thee. 


YET DID NOT THE CHIEF BUTLER REMEMBER 
JOSEPH (40:23) June 13 
It might be expected that men should be moved by 
gratitude, but this is not the case. Even when they 
have become prosperous through the efforts of another, 
the first reaction is to push the helper out of the way. 
This is because pride wishes to take all of the credit 
for itself, and it is demeaning (so the flesh thinks) to 
give credit to another. The general effect of prosperity 
is to harden the heart against the needs and the miseries 
of others. Prosperity usually dulls sympathy and com- 
passion. That is why the poor always give more in 
proportion than do the rich. “Jeshurun waxed fat, and 
kicked” (Deut. 32:15). That is the description of us all. 
Few men can stand the pressures of wealth or promi- 
nence. Yet ingratitude is one of the most detestable of 
all the base vices of mankind. Only the constant con- 
templation of the work of Christ can keep us from 
ingratitude. 
Lord, make us grateful for all things. 


HE FORGOT HIM (40:23) June 14 

There is more than mere repetition in the change of 
verb from the negative to the positive. He did not re- 
member him . . . He forgot him. This is the picture of 
Israel’s attitude toward God and it is the picture of too 
many of us in too many conditions of life. In the Psalms 
we read, “Our fathers did not remember the abundance 
of thy stedfast love .. . they soon forgot his works... 
They forgot God their Saviour” (Psa. 106:7, 13, 21 
RSV). It would seem that there is a progression in the 
process of hardening in this succession of verbs. First 


of all a matter slips the mind; we intend to take care 
of it, but we put it off for a more auspicious moment. 
Then our conscience pricks us because of our neglect; : 
and we move to put the whole thing in a corner and | 
cover it completely lest it come forth and accuse us te 
ourselves. Phone or write someone today and thank him 
for what he has done for you. 
Lord, bring to our mind things that are 
to be made right by acknowledgment. 


TWO FULL YEARS (41:1) June 15 
These years must have been the hardest for Joseph. 
He was at the lowest point of all his experience. But it 
should be noted that the waiting did not have the effeet 
upon him that neglect and waiting so often have upon 
men. The base ingratitude of the butler did not sour 
Joseph on his world. There is no evidence of anything 
other than kindness in his heart toward all men. The 
Lord knew that Joseph was about to stand before 
Pharaoh. He was to possess a calm and a maturity of 
judgment that could be achieved only by the polishing 
process of these years. They were years of sandpaper- 
ing, but they were preparing Joseph for all that God 
had for him in the years to come. We must never grow 
weary of the leading of the Lord. Impatience is a denial 
of the wisdom of God. Not only our steps but our stops 

are ordered by Him (Psa. 37:23; Num. 9:18). 
Lord, make us patient. 


AT THE END OF TWO FULL YEARS (41:1) June 16 
If the butler had remembered Joseph sooner and the 
Hebrew young man had been brought out of prison 
then, he could have complimented himself on his fore- ‘ 
sight in thinking to ask the favor of the butler. But the 
way God did it was such that He Himself got all the 
credit and the butler got none. That is the way God 
wants it. If a man acted that way, it would be pride, 
but with God it is perfection. It is bad for a man to trust 
in anything that is less than perfect; it is bad for a man, 
therefore, to trust in any man. It is good for us that we 
trust in perfection; it is good for us, therefore, that we 
trust in the living God. The great lesson that runs 
through this story is the care of God for His people in 
their ordinary round of life, especially when they are in 
trial, suffering, sorrow, and adversity. We are all going 
to have these things; happy are we if we see God in 
them. 
Lord, when things are darkest 
may we see Thee in the darkness, 
' 
PHARAOH DREAMED (41:1) June 17 
It is good to know that the hearts and minds of kings 
are in the hand of God as well as the hearts and 
minds of butlers and bakers. God is here at work in 
preparing His plan for His people and in preparing the 
way for His chosen servant Joseph. Nothing can stand 
in the way of God’s purposes. It is a matter of the most 
profound praise from us that we can know that all 
things work together for our good from the moment we 
are the called according to the divine purpose (Rom. 
(Continued on page 42) “sail 
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PLAYED IN THE CORONATION PROCESSION OF 
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When Elizabeth I came to the throne in November 
1558, the English Bible was almost literally a burning 
topic. 

Barely twenty years previously an English version 
of the Bible had, for the first time in British history, 
been set up in churches throughout the realm, by order 
of King Henry VIII. This had followed the overthrow 
of papal supremacy and the severance of the Church 
of England from Rome, which took place under Henry. 
And the King’s subsequent authorization of an English 
Bible to be read in the churches, combined with the 
new freedom with which people were allowed to study 
it for themselves, had led many to hope that this marked 
the end of a long and bitter struggle to win for the 
common people the right of hearing and studying the 
Scriptures freely in their own language. But unhappily 
these hopes proved premature, and before Henry VIII’s 
reign was over restrictions were imposed, limiting the 
right of reading the Scriptures to certain classes of 
people. 

When young Edward VI succeeded his father, how- 
ever, the English Bible was again made free to all, and 
many new editions were printed. During his reign, too, 
the first English Prayer Book was produced by Thomas 
Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury. But with the ac- 
cession of Edward’s half-sister Mary, in 1553, events 
took a very different turn. Mary was an ardent Roman 
Catholic, and in her reign England was brought back 
under papal control in all matters concerning faith. 
Roman Catholic services were resumed; the new 
Prayer Book was set aside; the English Bible was 
removed, and a proclamation issued prohibiting the 
public reading of the Scriptures. Nor was this all, for 
the Heresy Laws were revived: and what followed 
earned the Queen her name of Bloody Mary. 

During the remaining few years of Mary’s reign, some 
three hundred men and women were burnt at the stake 
for their Protestant faith, among them Archbishop 
Cranmer, and also John Rogers, who had been inti- 
mately associated with William Tyndale and his Bible 
translation. But these savage measures designed to wipe 
out Protestantism had, in fact, the very opposite effect, 
in that they intensified people’s hatred of priests and 
popery, and aroused strong Protestant feeling in the 
country, which was not to be deterred by threat of 
punishment or death. Indeed, the courage and even 
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joy with which many bore their fiery trial at this time 
gave to the Protestant cause an added strength and 
abiding glory. Truly did Latimer exclaim, as the flames 
licked round him and Bishop Ridley: “We shall this 
day light such a candle, by God’s Grace, in England as 
I trust shall never be put out.” 

Such was the position then, on Mary’s death in No- 
vember 1558, and everyone—Roman Catholics and 
Protestants alike—waited anxiously for the new Queen, 
Mary’s young half-sister Elizabeth, to show her hand 
over the vexed topic of religion. But Elizabeth, though 
young, had been brought up in a hard school of 
diplomacy. The perilous years of Mary’s reign, when 
she had constantly been suspected of intriguing and 
plotting against the Queen, had taught her caution; and 
no one knew better than she the dangers of declaring 
herself too openly, or of moving too fast, before she 
had consolidated her somewhat precarious position on 
the throne. In the beginning she walked very warily, 
and the first public document of her reign had an “etc.” 
inserted in place of the title “Supreme Head of the 
Church” which had been adopted by Henry, and 
dropped by Mary. This enigmatic abbreviation could, 
of course, be intended to cover much or little, and had 
the desired effect of keeping everyone guessing! 

But as the weeks passed and Elizabeth felt her posi- 
tion growing steadily more secure, and saw her un- 
doubted popularity with the people, she began giving 
signs of what was to come. Gradually those who had 
been cast into prisons during the Marian persecutions, 
were released; on Christmas day Elizabeth walked out 
of the service in her private chapel, when the Bishop 
refused to obey her orders that the Host should not be 
elevated; and soon afterwards a proclamation was issued 
permitting certain parts of the church service to be 
said in English. But it was during the Coronation 
procession that Elizabeth showed most clearly her 
attitude to a cause very dear to the hearts of her 
people—that of the English Bible. 

Elizabeth’s Coronation Ceremony was held at West- 
minster Abbey on Sunday, January 15, 1559. But the 
procession took place on the previous Saturday, when 
the Queen, accompanied by a glittering retinue, passed 
through the streets of the City on her way from the 
Tower of Westminster. The City had made expensive 
preparations for the occasion, and the streets through 





which the Queen was to pass were elaborately deco- 
rated with tapestries and hangings of cloths of gold and 
silver, velvets, damask, silk, and satin; from: the win- 
dows of nearby houses, hung costly banners and 
streamers. Beside all this the Authorities, going one 
better than their successors in the 20th century, had 
made arrangements at intervals along the route for the 
Queen to be greeted with music, singing, speeches, and 
even pageants. These last, while proclaiming the City’s 
love and loyalty, also boldly set forth the Protestant 
convictions and hopes of most Londoners. 

On the morning of Saturday, January 14, 1559, as the 
entire Court assembled at the Tower and made ready 
for the afternoon’s procession, Londoners swarmed out 
into the streets—much as their descendants will on 
June 2, 1953. Pushing and jostling, laughing and chat- 
tering, they formed huge crowds all along the route, 
while members of the City Companies, wearing rich 
furs and the liveries of their respective companies, 
ranged themselves more sedately behind rails, which 
had been specially erected between Fenchurch Street 
and Cheapside. 

At last, about two o’clock in the afternoon, the pro- 
cession set out from the Tower, numbering about a 
thousand people on horseback, and many more on foot. 
It was a brilliant spectacle, with crimson-clad Gentle- 
men Pensioners, armed with battle-axes; a host of foot- 
men in crimson velvet jerkins, embossed back and 
front with the initials “E.R.”; heralds in coat armor; 
trumpeters in scarlet gowns 
blowing on their trumpets; and 
a dazzling array of Lords and 
Ladies, gorgeously appareled 
and mounted on horses gaily 
decked out for the occasion. 
But it was the Queen herself 
who drew all eyes as she was 
borne along in her litter, wear- * 
ing a robe of cloth of gold and r 3 
the crown of a Princess; and | 
she won the people’s hearts by 
her gracious manner, and the 
kindly way in which she stop- 
ped from time to time so that 
some poor person might speak 
to her, or present her with a 


nosegay. are 

As the Queen’s litter ap- fox : 
proached the little Conduit in 
Cheapside, Elizabeth saw ahead one of the pageants 
arranged for her by the City Fathers. Asking what 
this—the fourth of the pageants along her route—was © 
intended to represent, she was told Time was its theme. 
“Time!” exclaimed the Queen, “And time hath brought 
me hither.” 

This pageant however, which the Queen stopped to 
watch, was not merely intended as a vague representa- 
tion of Time, but was used to express the view that 
it was indeed time for the English Bible to be brought 
out into the open again! The scene represented two 


(Continued on page 34) 
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BY DONALD F. ACKLAND 


JUNE 21, 1953 

The Practice of Christian Liberty 
LESSON TEXT: Galatians 5:13-18; 5:22-6:5 
Golden Text: “Brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty; only use not liberty 
for an occasion to the flesh, but by love 
serve one another” (Gal. 5:13). 

That master of deception, the Devil, 
leads men astray from the simplicity of 
Gospel truth not by one road only, but by 
many. Left or right does not matter to 
him, so long as he can get us off center. 
One extreme is as good as another for the 
achievement of his purposes. 

So we find Paul grappling in his epistle 
to the Galatians with two errors, both 
equally fatal to the soul. Last week we 
saw how he dealt with those who propa- 
gated the doctrine of salvation by works. 
The Judaizing element in the Christian 
church was seeking to perpetuate the 
Mosaic law as binding upon all believers. 
This Paul repudiated and in its place de- 
clared the glorious doctrine of salvation 
through faith alone. 

But the subtle ingenuity of Satan sought 
also to pervert this great doctrine. “If 
faith is all that is necessary, and works 
can make no contribution to salvation; if 
God has saved us in spite of our sins and 
not because of our righteousness; then let 
us do as we like. We are free from law. 
Therefore let us enjoy our liberty as in- 
clination leads.” We do not talk that way 
today—but too many people act that way. 
The absence of consistency in Christian 
living is so marked in our church member- 
ships that we need the arresting reminders 
which our lesson brings. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Paul’s clarion call in 5:1—“Stand fast 
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage”—sets the 
keynote for his epistle. Unfortunately, the 
Judaizers had met with too much success 
among the Galatian believers. Like athletes 
on the track, they had made a good begin- 
ning of the Christian life; but they had 
been turned aside from their absorbing 
purpose by the arrival of these false 
teachers (v. 7). 

The apostle’s use of the phrase “fallen 
from grace” ( v. 4) is interesting and may 
correct some mistaken views. It is not used 
in connection with some transgression of 
God’s moral requirements but as a rebuke 
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for those who had embraced doctrinal 
error. To revert to the Levitical law of 
works was to fall from grace. The life 
of faith in Christ’s sufficient salvation is 
higher ground than the practice of werks 
as a means to salvation. To abandon the 
former for the latter is, in Paul’s esti- 
mation, to fall, and by falling to place 
oneself outside the circle of divine grace 
which His mercy has inscribed around the 
cross of Calvary. 

But there was another danger threaten- 
ing the young churches of Galatia which 
came, not from Jewish sources, but from 
their pagan background and environment. 
This was the danger of low morality. The 
temptation to fleshly indulgence was strong, 
and in all heathen communities where the 
Gospel challenged loose living ithe Devil 
sought to retrieve his losses by inveigling 
Christians into sin. His most insidious 
method was to misinterpret the idea of 
liberty. “Freedom,” he insinuated, “means 
the right to-do as you like.” 


Error Leads to Strife 

Hence Paul’s statement: “You, brothers, 
were called to freedom; only you must not 
let your freedom be an excuse for the 
gratification of your lower nature” (Wil- 
liams). He intended to elaborate upon this 
exhortation; but for the moment he had 
something else to say. One of the by- 
products of the heresy propagated by the 
Judaizers had been contention in the 
churches: “Ye bite and devour one an- 
other.” The same result can be seen in 
any church today which is unfortunate 
enough to be invaded by doctrinal fads 
and falsehoods. Those who ought to be 
living in harmony together get at one an- 
other’s throats. So Paul said: “You are 
free from the law; but there is one thing 
from which you are never free, and that 
is the obligation of mutual love. ‘In love 
be slaves to one another’” (5:13 Wil- 
liams). 

Before we leave this point in- Paul’s 
teaching we must take note of its extension 
in 6:1-5. An attitude of better-than-thou 
had marred the fellowship in Galatia, again 
an inevitable result of the doctrine of sal- 
vation by works. There had been tvo great 
readiness to condemn one another. So 
Paul, who had argued against law, cour- 
ageously admits there is a law to which 
Christians are subject, and that is “the law 
of Christ,” which, by his own showing, is 
the law of love. The cure for a superi- 
ority complex is to stop comparing our- 
selves with others and to prove, or test, 
our own lives. This, of course, we must 
do by God’s standards. 


Returning to 5:16 we read Paul’s anti- 
dote for a life of compromise. It is that 
we “walk in the Spirit.” In verse 25 he 
reminds believers that they “live in the 
Spirit,” for our regeneration is the Spirit’s 
work, and His indwelling is the earnest of 
our salvation. Hence, we must surely “walk 
in the Spirit,” that is order our lives as 
the Spirit shall direct. 

What will this mean? It will mean war- 
fare, for the flesh and the Spirit are 
enemies. The flesh will seek to drag us 
down into those sins enumerated in 19-21. 
But the Spirit will seek to produce in us 
the beautiful fruitage described in 22-23. 
What is the guarantee of victory for the 
Spirit? It is the cross of Jesus, for “they 
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh” 
(5:24). That cross, with which we identi- 
fied ourselves in conversion, is God's decla- 
ration of unceasing battle against sin of 
every kind. To remember this will help 
us in our struggle; but more than that: in 
the cross is power, and in that sign we 
shall conquer. 

LESSON PLAN 

1. The Meaning of Liberty 
a. Individual in effect 
b. Mutual in interpretation 

2. The Misuse of Liberty 
a. Freedom is not lawlessness 
b. The Christian and the law 

3. The Maintenance of Liberty 
a. Watchful against error 
b. Walking in the Spirit 

1. Let us take the Pilgrim Fathers as a 
historic example of men who sought for 
liberty and knew what it meant. They 
wanted freedom to live according to their 
own consciences, unmolested by others. 
This prize was something they all sought; 
yet it was in terms of his own personal 
liberty that each man contemplated the 
journey to the New World. In America, 
he believed, he would be a free man, able 
to order his life without interference from 
others. But arrived in America, the Pil- 
grims were prepared to submit to certain 
limitations upon their freedom. Each man 
recognized the rights of others as well 
as his own. In fact, there would be lib- 
- for none unless there were laws for 
all. 

The believer is Christ’s free man. But 
he interprets his liberty in relation to 
others. He does more than respect their 
rights: he exercises his liberty in love for 
his fellows. What hurts them he will not 


‘do. What helps them he is prepared to 


make his business. This is “the law of 
Christ.” 

2. Lawlessness is Satan’s definition of 
freedom. Unfortunately he persuades many 
to accept it as true. In the early church 
this Satanic lie was believed by some. This 
led to appalling inconsistencies which Paul 
rebuked. The Devil is more subtle now. 
He does not encourage men to propagate 
lawlessness as a doctrine; he is satisfied if 
people will only practice it. The result is 
seen in numbers of professing Christians 
who are living like worldliags. 

We need to get this straight. Christians 
have been set free from the law as a means 
for salvation. The punctilious demands of 
Jewish ritual are no longer in force for 
those who are sheltered in Christ. Yet 
the moral law is God’s unchanging stand- 
ard for human behavior. Keeping it will 
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net get us into Heaven. But breaking it 
will show our contempt for Him who died 
to open Fleaven’s gates. Breaking it will 
mark us down as base ingrates. Breaking 
it will constitute cause for wondering 
whether we are God’s children or the 
Devil’s dupes. 

3. We need to be watchful against those 
who would deprive us of our liberty in 
Christ. Advocates of a religion of works 
are still busy. Systems based on the denial 
of liberty are seeking to impose themselves 
on our nation—politically in the form of 
communism, religiously in the Roman 
Catholic Church. These we must resist. 

But each Christian has his own liberty 
to cherish and express. And that can be 
done by “walking in the Spirit,” that is, 
submitting our lives to the Spirit’s guid- 
ance, accepting His way as our way, and 
thus gaining victory over sin and develop- 
ing in our lives every Christian grace 
(5 :22-23). 

JUNE 28, 1953 

Pauls Joy in Christ 
LESSON TEXT: Philippians 1:12-27a 
Golden Text: “The peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:7). 

Three words, it has been suggested, 
summarize the message of Paul’s epistle 
to the Philippians. They are the words 
love, joy, and peace. What rare commodi- 
ties these are in today's world! But, be 
sure of this, they were rare, too, in the 
days in which Paul lived. The strange 
fact is that while love, joy, and peace have 
been earnestly sought by men in all cen- 
turies they have proved hard to attain and 
equally hard to keep. 

One would scarcely expect to find in a 
letter written from prison the secret of 
how to have and to hold these priceless 
jewels. Yet such is the case, immediately 
suggesting that men have missed the ex- 
perience of love, joy, and peace because 
they have sought it in the -wrong places. 
Paul knew only one source, and that not a 
place but a Person. His repeated phrase 
“in Christ” reveals his secret. Life’s best 
for him depended upon a divine relation- 
ship. To know Christ; to serve Christ; to 
share the sufferings of Christ; to have 
Christ in his heart and be himself in 
Christ’s heart; to live for Christ; to look 
for Christ—these were the mainsorings of 
unsullied satisfaction. And this secret Paul 
wanted to share with the Philippians, and 
still wants to share with us. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

Philippians, as we have already said, was 
written from prison, not a cell or dungeon, 
perhaps, but certainly from Paul’s place 
of detention in the city of Rome. He had 
gone up to Jerusalem under a sense of 
divine compulsion, but against the pleas 
of his dearest friends. There the thing 
which was feared had happened. His 
enemies had taken advantage of him, the 
Roman authorities had proved weak and 
vacillating in their handling of his case, and 
knowing that he would get little justice in 
a sphere of Jewish influence, he exercised 
the prerogative of his Roman citizenship 
and appealed to the emperor. So the 
apostle came to Rome. 

As the news circulated, Christians in 
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widely scattered places grieved for their 
friend and leader; but none more than the 
Christians of Philippi. There had been 
strong bonds of affection between Paul 
and his Macedonian converts (Acts 16), 
an affection which had practical expression 
in gifts sent to help him in his missionary 
program (Phil. 4:15-16). Now that Paul 
was in Rome, the believers of Philippi re- 
solved to send another gift—and to despatch 
it with a personal messenger, Epaphroditus, 
who should also minister to the apostle’s 
physical needs on their behalf. 

Unfortunately, Epaphroditus was taken 
seriously ill (2:26-27), so that the Philip- 
pian church had a new occasion for anxiety. 
So, as soon as he was well again, Paul 
sent him back to Macedonia, taking with 
him the delightful letter to the believers 
there which we know as the epistle to the 
Philippians. 

This letier is marked by a great tender- 
ness of expression which becomes evident 
in the opening sentences. Having greeted 
his dear friends, and declared his confi- 
dence in them, Paul breathed a prayer for 
their continued progress in the Christian 
life. Then he came to his main purpose in 
writing, namely, to give them direct news 
concerning himself—news which should 
counteract and relieve that deep concern 
which they had been so careful to express. 


A Brave Heart Speaks 
“The things which happened unto me,” 
Paul wrote, “have fallen out rather unto 
the furtherance of the Gospel.” In two 
ways was this specially true. First of all, 
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Paul’s detention under military guard had 
resulted in the spreading of the name of 
Christ “throughout the whole praetorian 
guard,” as we. must more correctly read 
verse 13. The soldiers who continually ac- 
companied him learned ‘of his Saviour, with 
the glorious result that is implied in 4:22— - 
“All the saints salute you, chiefly they that 
are of Caesar’s household.” 

Secondly, the Christians of Rome, stimu- 
lated by Paul’s example, had displayed a 
new loyalty themselves and were actively 
engaged in witness for Christ. Some of 
these were not acting from the best of 
motives. They were jealous of Paul and 
were intensifying their activities to draw 
attention away from the apostle. But this 
personal animosity did not disturb him. So 
long as Christ was being preached, he. was 
happy. 

Paul had written to the Christians of 
Rome: “We know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God” 
(Rom. 8:28). Now, in desperate case him- 
self, he still sounded the same note. “I 
know that this shall turn to my salvation” 
(v. 19). Through the prayers of his 
friends, and the supply of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, he was confident that all 
would be well. But by this he did not 
necessarily mean that he would be liberated 
from prison and saved from death. That. 
was secondary. First in importance in his 
thinking was his loyalty to his Lord—that 
“Christ shall be magnified” (20). 

To attain this glorious end Paul could 
welcome either life or death. The thought 
of death was attractive—to the old traveler 
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it suggested slipping anchor and quietly 
gliding out to sea with the harbor of 
Heaven in prospect. What an advantageous 
exchange this would be for prison, and 
Roman trial, and the arbitrary verdict of 
a Nero! But Paul forbade himself thus 
to contemplate the release of death. There 
was work to be done still. There were 


churches, like the dear Philippians, to 
serve. So he was content to stay. 
In buoyant optimism, therefore, the 


apostle anticipated reunion with his friends 
in Philippi (25-26). In the meantime, he 
had this counsel for them: “Only let your 
conversation (citizenship) be as it be- 
cometh the Gospel of Christ” (27). 
Philippi had the proud distinction of being 
a Roman colony, its people thus sharing 
the citizenship of the Imperia! City. 
Doubtless they were frequently exhorted 
by patriotic leaders to remember this dig- 
nity and act accordingly. But for the 
Christians of Philippi there was a higher 
calling. They were citizens of Heaven. 
Hence, said Paul, let their manner of life 
be in accordance with this honorable re- 
lationship. 
LESSON PLAN 
1. Paul’s Joy Revealed 
a. His example 
b. His exhortation 
2. Paul’s Joy Explained 

a. Unselfishness 

b. Contentment 

c. Trust 

d. Devotion 

1. One does not expect a letter from 
prison to be cheerful. Yet this is the 
unmistakable characteristic of Paul’s letter 
to the Philippians. It presents the remark- 
able phenomenon of an imprisoned man, 
facing death as a not unlikely prospect, 
comforting his friends outside. Their 
anxiety is contrasted with his unperturbed 
calm. 

“Rejoice,” was his repeated exhortation 
(3:1; 4:4). Neither was Paul thinking of 
an occasional outburst of joy, for he said: 
“Rejoice in the Lord alway.” He Lelieved 
that the Christian should experience and 
express unfluctuating happiness. And he 
proved by his own life that this was pos- 
sible. 

2. Paul's joy could be accounted for by 
his unselfishness. Because he put the in- 
terests of others before his own he was set 
free from those moods of discontent which 
selfish people must inevitably experience. 
He did not make his own happiness his 
goal, but the happiness of others; and thus 
he found a joy which was independent of 
his circumstances. 

“T have learned,” wrote the apostle, “in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content” (4:11). He did not feverishly 
seek for new thrills and excitements, or 
rebel against those things which life’s 
tasks imposed. Perhaps he had dore so at 
one time, for his statement suggests that 
contentment was a gift which he acquired; 
but in his mature Christian experience he 
had learned the peace of mind which comes 
from willing submission to God’s will. His 
joy sprang from his contentment. 

But behind this contentment there was 
trust—that faith in God which enabled him 
to say, “All things work together for good 
to them that love God.” When difficulties 
came, and even suffering, Paul was not 


thrown into a flurry of despair. He be- 
lieved that God was in charge of his life, 
and in that confidence he maintained his 
joy. 

The surest way to joy is to have a great 
purpose in life. This Paul certainly had. 
Listen to him! “To me to live is Christ.” 
His devotion to the Lord Jesus gave both 
power and purpose to life, lifting it out of 
the commonplace, and giving it the quality 
of unwavering happiness. And these things 
—unselfishness, contentment, trust. and de- 
votion—will prove the secret of joy to any 
man who shares Paul’s experience of 


Christ. 


JULY 5, 1953 
The Righteousness and Justice 
of God 

LESSON TEXT: Romans 1:8-17; 2:1-2; 3:21-22a 
Golden Text: “For I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16). 

Although this lesson begins a new quarter 
there is no break in the continuity of our 
theme. Under the general subject of 
“Letters to Churches and Pastors” we 
pursue our studies in Paul’s epistles. This 
series gives teachers an opportunity to in- 
troduce their classes to some of the most 
important portions of the New Testament, 
rich in instruction for personal living and 
in teaching on the fundamental tenets of 
our Christian faith. 

Two lessons on Romans (July 5 and 12) 
are, of course, inadequate for a thorough 
study of this remarkable book. The selec- 
tion of study passages, however, has been 
wisely made, those for today being taken 
from the earlier chapters of the epistle 
which are concerned with doctrine, and 
those for next week from the concluding 
chapters which are concerned with the 
application of that doctrine in Christian 
behavior. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

It will be helpful for the teacher to gain 
an appreciation of the developing theme 
of Paul's letter to the Romans and of the 
circumstances in which it was written. 

The approximate time of writing can be 
determined by the statement in 15:25-26, 
“Now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto 
the saints. For it hath pleased them of 
Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor saints which are 
at Jerusalem.” From other internal evi- 
dence we know that Paul was in Corinth, 
making preparation for his journey to 
Jerusalem which issued in his arrest and 
detention in Caesarea (see Acts 21-26). 

The apostle had been greatly disturbed 
by the activity of Judaizers who were in- 
sisting upon compliance with the Mosaic 
law as a necessary introduction for Gen- 
tiles entering the Christian fellowship. He 
had already written his epistle to the 
Galatians to expose the dangers of this 
movement but purposed formulating a more 
systematic statement of Christian -loctrine 
to act as a corrective to this false teach- 
ing. His letter to the believers of Rome 
furnished this opportunity. In it the 
apostle developed the glorious subject of 
salvation by faith as opposed to the reli- 
gion of works which was implied by the 
teaching of the Judaizers. 
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Beginning. with a statement of ‘he need 
for salvation, first on the part of Gentiles 
(1:18-2:16) and then on the part of Jews 
(2:17-3:20), Paul proceeded to outline the 
plan of salvation (3:21-4:25). From this 
it was logical to proceed to a discussion of 
the effects of salvation in terms of the be- 
liever’s security and. his attitude toward 
sin (5-8). At this point the apostle inter- 
jected an important explanation of the Jew 
and salvation (9-11), concluding with four 
chapters on the obligations of salvation 
(12-16) in which he reviewed the Chris- 
tian’s duties as a church member, as a 
citizen, as a neighbor, and as an example 
to all. The epistle concluded with certain 
personal matters, salutations, and a dox- 
ology. 

Pauls Introduction 

Our first lesson passage consists of the 
second part of Paul’s introduction to his 
epistle. Having stated his credentials and 
the subject of his Gospel, Paul greeted the 
Roman believers. Although he had not 
visited Rome, the believers in that city 
were no strangers to him, for he had heard 
much of their steadfast faith. For this 
reason, he said, he longed to see them that 
he might make his contribution to their 
faith and at the same time be blessed in 
fellowship with them. But, Paul said, he 
was “let hitherto,” an interesting example 
of change in word values, for here the 
word “let” means “prevented.” 

So the apostle came to one of the great 
pronouncements of all his writings in which 
he expressed his absolute confidence in the 
power of the Gospel which he preached. 
Rome presented a challenge which he was 
eager to answer. He had seen the victories 
of Christ in Ephesus, Corinth, Athens, 
Philippi, and other great cities, and he was 
sure that it would be effective in “Rome 
also.” Then, in a phrase which has become 
historic, Paul summarized that Gospel. 
“The just shall live by faith,” he Jeclared, 
thus setting forth the terms of God's bless- 
ing in redemption and at the same time 
refuting those who were attempting to add 
works to faith as necessary for salvation. 

In the remaining verses of his first 
chapter the apostle revealed the guilt of 
the Gentiles. Then, with the opening of 
chapter 2, he proceeded to discuss the guilt 
oi the Jews. They were critical of the 
Gentiles (v. 1) for their low moral stand- 
ards, but Paul declared, they were them- 
selves guilty of doing the same _ things. 
Hence, the judgments of God would fall 
upon the Jew as weil as upon the Gentile. 
In fact, as Paul went on to show, sin is 
a universal taint—“There is none righteous, 
no, not one” (3:10). 

At 3:21, a verse included in our lesson 
material, the apostle’s purpose moves for- 
ward from the exposure and indictment 
of sin to a description of God’s plan of 
salvation. In two verses Paul demonstrated 
the unique character of this salvation, 
namely, that it is independent of the law, 
anticipated in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, mediated through Jesus Christ, ap- 
propriated by faith, and available to Jew 
and Gentile alike. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Universality of Sin 
a. The heathen world 
b. The religiously privileged 


JUNE 1953 


2. The Inadequacy of Man 
a. Ignorance no excuse 
b. Good works not enough 
3. The Sufficiency of Christ 
a. God's gift of salvation 
b. Faith’s effectiveness 
1. The epistle to the Romans is the most 
categorical statement in the New Testa- 
ment of the Christian Gospel. Thi: lesson 
gives opportunity for the presentation of 
that Gospel in all its wonder and power. 
Beginning where Paul began, we must 


consider the need for that Gospe! as evi- | 


denced in the universality of sin. The 
apostle depicted the grossness of the pagan 


world of his day, but the terms he used fit | 


the conditions of contemporary life. Easy- 
going philosophies of human improvement 
have been exposed in all their falsity by 
the treacheries, brutalities, and enormities 
of the twentieth century. Only those who 
deliberately ignore the facts can deny that 
sin dominates the world. 

Paul knew that the Jews would approve 
this indictment of the Gentile world with- 
out realizing their own inclusion in the 
general condemnation. So today these who 
have a nodding acquaintance with Chris- 
tianity vainly suppose themselves better 
than others. Some go as far as to suppose 
that because born in a “Christian country” 
they are more meritorious than the less 
privileged. Others fool themselves that 
connections with organized religisn make 
them acceptable to God. The truth is that 
Paul’s inclusive accusation of his world is 
true also of today’s. “All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). 

2. Satan’s subtlety can lead men either 
to deny that they are sinners or to suppose 
that it lies within themselves to overcome 
the handicap of sin. Sin is not eliminated, 
however, by denying its existence. Paul 
showed that even the heathen fad the 
guidance of conscience (Rom. 2:14-15). 
In His justice, God will not deal with the 
pagan world on the same terms that he 
deals with those who are spiritually en- 
lightened; but at the same time He will 
not accept the plea of ignorance from any 
man. The revelation of His will in natural 
law and in conscience demands submission 
on the part of all. 

We need not exercise ourselves concern- 
ing the justice of God toward the un- 
evangelized. “Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” Rather should we, as 
spiritually enlightened people, see to it 
that we do not share the condemnation of 
the Jews. They criticized the heathen for 
their low standards but committed equiva- 
lent sins, and then tried to erase the record 
of their sin by the deeds of the law. The 
peril of religious association and zerform- 
ance is that we may depend on these’ for 
salvation in disregard of the clear teaching 
of Scripture that “by the works of the 
law there shall no flesh be justified in His 
sight” (Rom. 3:20). 


3. Paul wrote Romans to declare the | 


salvation which God has furnished in 
Jesus Christ His Son which can only be 
appropriated by faith. Because this salva- 
tion is of divine provision it is enough. 
Part of the mischief of a religion of works 
is that there can be no telling when suffi- 
cient merit has been accumulated to meet 


.the justice of God. But when the Lord 
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Himself provides salvation we may be sure 
that it is full and sufficient. 

Faith’s task is not to supply righteous- 
ness but to appropriate it. It accepts what 
has already been done. It leans upon a 
sufficiency which has already been pro- 
vided. It enters into a pardon which has 
already been secured. It obtains a redemp- 
tion which has already been purchased. 
The Gospel echoes the words of Jesus 
from the cross, “It is finished,” and assures 
bankrupt humanity that it may cease from 
its striving and simply trust. 


JULY 12, 1953 

A Pattern of Christian Behavior 
LESSON TEXT: Romans 12:1-2, 9-21 
Golden Text: “Let love be without dis- 
similation. Abhor that which is evil; 
cleave to that which is good” (Rom. 12:9). 

As we saw last week, Paul’s epistle to 
the Romans can be divided between the 
eleventh and twelfth chapters into doctrinal 
and experimental parts. At this point, the 
apostle turns from teaching to exhortation; 
or, to put it another way, he shows that 
Christian belief must express itself in 
Christian behavior. 

It is significant that Paul follows this 
same pattern in other of his epistles. Be- 
ginning with doctrine he procéeds to 
ethics. Having outlined the plan of salva- 
tion he goes on to insist on the obligatien 
incurred by the believer as the beneficiary 
of God’s grace. A recurring word in his 
letters is “therefore” ; we find it at the very 
beginning of today’s pupil material in 
Romans 12:1. His argument is plain. Be- 
cause God has done this for you, therefore 
you must do that for Him. Because in 
Christ you died unto sin, therefore you 
must live in newness of life. 

This second emphasis of the apostle is 
regrettably absent from too many preach- 
ing and teaching ministries today Even in 
churches which subscribe to a rigid doc- 
trinal orthodoxy, and which painstakingly 
preserve the pattern of New Testament 
churchmanship, little is heard of the neces- 
sity for consistent and consecrated living, 
with the result that low standards of 
Christian behavior are all too common. 
Here, then, is the importance of today’s 
lesson. To teach it effectively, however, 
we must first practice it. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Can you imagine a beggar priding him- 
self as a public benefactor because. by his 
begging, he gave opportunity to others to 
exercise the virtue of philanthropy? Yet 
there were professed Christians known to 
Paul who used this line of argument in 
relation to the pardoning grace of God. 
The apostle answered them in Romans 
6:1-14, a passage which is included in the 
larger lesson for teacher study. 

Paul answered this perversion of the 
Gospel with unconcealed indignation. “Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid.” Using the figure of baptism, 
he showed how the believer is dead to sin 
through his identification with the buried 
Saviour, and that His resurrection life 
must have its counterpart in the sanctifi- 
cation of the Christian. 

Thus in the midst of his doctrinal pres- 
entation, Paul laid emphasis upon the 


necessity for a faith which translates itself 
in holy living. At 12:1, having concluded 
his great statement on the nature of sa!- 
vation, he began to elaborate in greater 
detail the manner of life expected of the 
believer. But he preserved a close link 
between what had gone before and this 
plea for practical consecration. 

To Gentiles and Jews alike, Paul had 
declared that salvation was by faith alone 
and that sacrifice and ritual had no place 
in the Gospel order. Both classes had been 
accustomed to a sacrificial system, and the 
absence of an altar left a great void in their 
religious experiences. This is the signifi- 
cance of 12:1. The Christian believer was 
not without a sacrifice to present to God, 
Paul explained: his duty, in fact, was to 
make of himself a living offering (con- 
trasted with a dead animal), which should 
be no less pure or spotless than the beasts 
used for altar rituals. 


The Transformed Life 

The Christian, Paul continued, must not 
conform to the outward fashion of the 
world, but must be transformed within 
himself, thus practicing what is “that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
That the reference is not to any imprac- 
ticable pietism is made clear by what fol- 
lows. Paul indicated how this difference 
is to reveal itself in various areas of life, 
beginning with the fellowship of the 
church. 

From verse 9 we have a series of ex- 
hortations affecting the conduct of the be- 
lievers among themselves and toward other 
people. The following explanations are 
offered. Verse 9—“Let love be without 
hypocrisy,” that is, let it be sincere. Verse 
11—“Business” must be interpreted in the 
widest sense to include all legitimate ac- 
tivity. Arthur Way renders this: “In 
earnest endeavour be no. laggards.” Verse 
12—“Continuing instant in prayer” points 
to perseverance. Verse 13—Again to quote 
Way: “Share your wealth with necessitous 
believers. Be on the watch for oppor- 
tunities of giving loving welcome to 
strangers.” Verse 16—Weymouth offers: 
“Have full sympathy with one another. 
Do not let your thoughts be high-flown, 
but accommodate yourselves to humble 
ways.” Verse 17—Way’s The Letters of 
Saint Paul, consistently helpful in this 
passage, suggests for this verse: “Requite 
to no man wrong for wrong. Be careful 
to conform to the proprieties, the decen- 
cies, of human society.” Verse 18—The 
emphasis here should be on “as much as 
lieth in you.” 

LESSON PLAN 

1. The Obligation of the Christian 
a. Identification with Christ 
b. Gratitude to Christ 

2. The Consecration of the Christian 
a. An acceptable offering 
b. A living sacrifice 

3. The Transformation of the Christian 
a. A changed heart 
b. An improved relationship 

1. Why should a Christian be finished 
with sin and committed to holiness of life? 
Paul had more. than one answer to this 
question; but perhaps his most convincing 
answer was that the Christian’s experience 
demanded this. The ordinance of baptism 
furnished him with a striking illustration. 
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The Christian is buried beneath the waters 
with his Saviour to show that, in Christ, 
he has died to the past and to sin. He is 
raised again in symbol of resurrection, 
giving visual emphasis to the spiritual 
truth that the born-again soul must live 
“in newness of life.” Asked Paul: “How 
shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein?” (6:2). Faith in Christ 
means identification with Christ, and that 
involves separation from the past and a 
new beginning. 

But Paul did not overlook the argument 
of gratitude. Every time he thought of 
Jesus dying for him he rededicated himself 
to the Saviour in holiness of life and self- 
denying service. So, in 12:1, it was “by the 
mercies of God” that he appealed for con- 
secrated living. Is it possible to take our 
stand by Calvary’s cross without concur- 
ring with Paul’s great words: “Ye are 
not your own... ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). 

2. Because he wrote to those who were 
familiar with blood sacrifices, Paul reminded 
the Romans that what was offered on an 
altar must be perfect. This stipulation was 
made in the Mosaic law; and it was God’s 
complaint against His rebellious people 
that they insulted Him with blind and 
maimed animals which they would not dare 
to offer to an earthly ruler (Mal. 1:8). 
Hence, to be acceptable to God, we must 
be free from the taint of sin. We cannot 
presume to please Him with lives blemished 
by deliberate association with evil which 
He has forbidden. 

The sacrifice which God asks must not 
only be holy but also wing. He no longer 
asks for dead oxen but for live men— 
people consecrated to His will. It should 
thrill us with the thought that our Heav- 
enly Father can be made glad as we dedi- 
cate ourselves to Him and to His service. 
The sanctified life consists of more than 
abstention from sin. It reaches fulfillment 
only in active committal of our lives to 
the interests of His kingdom. Of few does 
He ask that they shall die for Him. Of 
all does He demand that they live for His 
glory. 

3. The Godward relationship of the be- 
liever has its complement in transformed 
manward relationships. Instead of con- 
forming to the pattern of the unregenerate 
world, the Christian demonstrates that he 
has experienced an inward change (Paul 
called it “the renewing of your mind”) by 
a code of conduct distinct from and su- 
perior to the prevailing level. 

How this will evidence itself ‘n life’s 
attitudes and contacts Paul explained in 
detail in chapters 12-15. Some of his 
standards are included in our lesson ma- 
terial. Supposing we make of 12:9-21 a 
check list for our own pattern of behavior. 
How do we shape under this test? Where 
are we weakest in Christian conduct? And 
how may we attain to these exalted de- 
mands? Turn to Romans 16:25 for the 
answer. Paul had asked much of these 
Romans; but he did not leave them without 
the secret of achievement. “Now to Him 
that is of power to stablish you. . .” The 
Christ who saves is the Christ who em- 
powers for consecration and service, 
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Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord. R. C. 
Trench. Baker Book House. 1953. 298 
p. $2.95. 

Archbishop,Trench, noted Bible scholar 
of the last century, a noted student of 
Greek, a gifted preacher, a brain of no 
mean brilliance has given us in these 
two hundred and ninety-eight pages one 
of the most astute studies of the many 
miracles of the Man of Galilee that has 
ever been written. In the opening chap- 
ters he lays down the challenge to 
unbelief. With devastating logic, with 
murderous candor, he beards the un- 
believing lions in their dens. Archbishop 
Trench treats the subject “The Assaults 
on the Miracles” with intellectual relish. 
The pantheist Spinoza, the sceptic Hume, 
the historical-evolutionist Strauss, the 
rationalists and the liberals feel his 
withering blast. Trench shows that there 
is much reason to believe in miracles let 
alone believing in them because God has 
recorded them as history. 

Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord is 
valuable also because it shows how far 
we should use the miracles of our Lord 
as a defense for our faith. There has 
grown up a false apologetic which in- 
fers that as long as revealed truth is 
confirmed by reason we should believe 
it. Trench would have us be careful of 
this attitude. There are instances where 
revealed truth is contrary to reason 
simply because the reason of man is not 
in the position to question the revealed 
truth of God. 

A careful study is made of each of 
the thirty-three miracles. The purpose, 
occasion, and lesson of each are fully set 
forth. As with his work on the parables, 
so here we have a definitive work cn 
the miracles which are recorded in the 
Gospels. 

R.LK. 


Notes on the Parables of Our Lord. R. C. 
Trench. Baker Book House. 211 p. 
$2.95. 

Notes on the Parables of Our Lord, by 
Archbishop Trench has long been a 
favorite among Bible students. In fact 
this volume and its companion Notes on 
the Miracles of Our Lord are consid- 
ered definitive works on the ministry of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Richard Chenevix Trench was a noted 
Bible scholar of the last century. A 
clergyman in the Church of England he 
rose to the archbishoprick of Dublin. He 
was noted for his knowledge of Greek 
and among his various works is his 
famous Greek Synonyms. 


Archbishop Trench discusses first of. 


all the nature of a parable and how a 
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parable should be interpreted. He makes 
a sharp distinction between a parable 
on the one hand and an allegory, fable, 
and myth on the other. He shows the 
danger of trying to make a parable teach 
every possible thing as well as the 
danger of omitting what a parable may 
be teaching and goes into a brief dis- 
cussion as to how parables were used 
for teaching in the time of our Lord. 
Befcre discussing the parables sepa- 
rately he has made a study of the 
parables of the Old Testament showing 
their relation to those of the New 
Testament. 

In dealing with each parable in detail 
he sets forth its setting, shows how each 
may be interpreted by means of cues 
suggested by the passage in which it 
occurs, and then shows some of the 
points of view of various commentators. 
Where the same account of a parable 
occurs in one or more of the Gospels, 
Archbishop Trench gives us the com- 
parative texts enabling us to see what 
each of the Evangelists emphasizes in 
his account. ; 


R.L.K. 


The Presidents—Men of Faith. Bliss 
Isely. W. A. Wilde Co. 284 p. $3.75. 
Bliss Isely writes a clear-cut, brief 

account of each of the thirty-three men 

who’ have been President of the United 

States, emphasizing the part of home 

and religious backgrounds in shaping 

these men. The book contains many in- 
teresting sidelights on our great national 
leaders. 

Mr. Isely apparently accepts all faith 
as abstract good, failing to see that faith 
must have a specific object, and that the 
object of faith may be true or false. He 
also rather naively treats every mention 
of God in a political speech as evidence 
of real faith. These two factors prevent 
the author from critically evaluating the 
faith of the Presidents, and leave the 
book rather unsatisfying from a Chris- 
tian point of view. 

RFS. 


Christ Incomparable. J. Oswald Sanders. 

Van Kampen Press. 223 p. $3.25. 

The thirty-six brief chapters of this 
book appeared weekly in a Melbourne, 
Australia, religious journal. They are 
the outcome of twenty years of preaching 
and teaching by one who has an un- 
usually fine gift of expression. 

The book is divided into two main 
parts, the first dealing with The Person 
of Christ; the second, with the Werk of 
Christ. Every facet of the life and work 
of Christ from His pre-existence to His 
second coming is touched upon. There 


are excellent chapters on “The Childhood 
of Christ,” “The Youth of Christ,” and 
“The Earthly Occupation of Christ.” 
Other splendid sections deal with “The 
Moral Perfection of Christ,” “The Man- 
liness of Christ,” and “The Prophetic 
Ministry of Christ.” 

In the chapters devoted to each of the 
seven words Christ spoke from the cross 
the reader will find some new and won- 
derful things. 

Before each chapter, throughout the 
book, there is a choice selection of fine 
poetry. The studies themselves are well 
outlined and _ beautifully expressed. 
Everywhere one discovers exquisite quo- 
tations from the world’s greatest Bible 
expositors. 

The author has combined a keen devo- 
tional insight with a sound doctrinal 
witness to produce a book that is funda- 
mental and heartwarming. 

H.W.O. 


Ephesians and Colossians in the Greek 
New Testament for the English Reader. 
Kenneth S. Wuest. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. 254 p. $2.50. 

This is the thirteenth volume in Pro- 
fessor Wuest’s studies of the New 
Testament in its original language. He 
brings over into the English much of the 
force of the Greek in an expanded trans- 
lation designed especially for readers 
who cannot consult the Greek text for 
themselves. The work is a commentary 
as well as a paraphrase of the two 
epistles. It contains a Scripture index 
so that the treatment of any text can 
be readily found. 

MAB. 


The World and the West. Arnold J. 
Toynbee. Oxford University Press. 
99 p. $2.00. 

The titanic struggle of the day, accord- 
ing to Arnold Toynbee, grows from 
expansion of the West and the forceful 
impression of Western culture on the 
rest of the world during the last five 
centuries. Now the rest of the world is 
asserting itself, and in some cases giv- 
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ing back the same treatment. Mr. Toyn- 
bee treats the conflict between the West 
and Russia, Islam, India, and the Far 
East, analyzes the psychology of cultural 
conflict, and concludes with a very in- 
teresting parallel in the break-up of the 
Graeco-Roman world. 

No sentimentalist, Mr. Toynbee repre- 
sents both Russia and the West as being 
in a post-Christian era, with Christianity 
remaining as a minority religion. His 
concept of Christian missions in Eastern 
culture is worth a great deal of consid- 
eration. The penetrating closing analysis 
is a sharp challenge to Christianity to 
fill the void in a world unsatisfied by 
Western technology. This small, provoc- 
ative book will be stimulating to any 
Christian thinker. 

R.F‘S. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 9) 
‘‘hostility to the German Demo- 
cratic Republic.’’ Pastor Brandt’s 
main crime appears to have been 
that he had spread false rumors 
from the pulpit in order to assist the 
‘“‘warmongers.’’ The main charge 
brought against him was that he had 
allegedly said that ‘‘one should obey 
God more than the people.’’ Other 
evangelical pastors are being 
strongly eriticized in communist 
papers for their hold over the youth 

of their churches. 
A MOORISH FORGERY 

During the past winter there has 
been a series of lectures given in 
London by different authorities on 
“* Aspects of Forgery.’’ One of the 


most interesting lectures in this 
series was given by Sir Thomas 
Kendrick, Director of the British 


‘“The Lead Books of 
Granada.’’ These were the subject 
of a hard-fought controversy in 
Spain and Italy in the seventeenth 
eentury. The lead books—packets 
of Leaden Roundels strung together 
—claimed to be from the first cen- 
tury. Nineteen of these books were 
found, all written in Arabic by, so 
it was said, two Arab discip’es of 
St. James, one of whom was sup- 
posed to be the first Bishop of 
Granada. Both of the authors 
claimed to have known Christ and 
the Virgin Mary, and to be in a 
position to reveal theological and 
doctrinal matter dependent on dis- 
cussions between the Virgin Mary 
and the apostles in the period just 
after Pentecost. 

The museum director described 
the great controversy that arose over 
these books, their initial popvlarity, 
since it gave to the church in Spain 
an apostolic background and had a 
great deal to do with the establish- 
ing of the doctrine of the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Virgin Mary 


Museum on 


in Spain. At that time, there were — 
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HOW TO STUDY THE PSALMS 





TOWARD THE MARK 
Studies in Philippians 


by STEPHEN W. PAINE 

Here is something more than the usual “ex»9siticn”. 
Out of Paul’s Epistle to the Fhilippians, Cr. Paine 
selects sixteen priceless ideas and passages, describes 
them, analyzes them and makes them profitable both 
for quiet meditation and as a guide for Christian 
conduct. A book of ringing inspiration for those who 
would “press on toward the mark.” 


by ROBERT T. DANIEL 





Wk GOSPEL O 


The author shares with the reader his time-tested 
method of studying the deeply loved psalms of the 
Old Testament, and applies this method to twelve 
favorites. This extremely instructive volume shows 
the reader how he may study all of these psalms with 
richly rewarding results. $3.00 
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THE GOSPEL ON SKID ROW 


by FRANK JENNINGS 





KID ROW 


Here is the story of a minister who lived and suffered 
with the human dregs of New York’s Bowery, and 
other infamous city slums—and led many of these 
“fallen men” back to the faith. It is a story of downfall 


starkest forms. 


A HANDBOOK OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH 


by HAROLD LINDSELL and 

CHARLES J. WOODBRIDGE 
This long-needed, one-volume treatment of the 
cardinal themes of the Christian faith not only 
presents Christian truth, but shows how to apply it in 
everyday living. Its fifty-two chapters hold much a 
Christian need know of Bible-based faith and 
conduct. $3.50 
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A COMMENTARY ON ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE 
TO THE GALATIANS 


by MARTIN LUTHER 

To read this Commentary is to gain fresh insight into the whole 
spiritual basis of Protestantism. lt is one of the enduring classics 
of Christianity, set down in letters of flame and fearless devotion. 
This is the complete Commentary just as it came from Martin 
Luther’s pen. 00 


SO GREAT SALVATION 


The History and Message of the Keswick Convention 


by STEVEN BARABAS 


The Keswick Convention in England, with its emphasis on the 
deepening of the spiritual life, has come to be regarded as one of 
the most potent forces in recent church history. In three parts, 
this book gives us a historical sketch of Keswick, the actual 
teachings of the convention, and biographical sketches of Keswick’s 
outstanding leaders. $2.50 
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conflicts which were almost wars 
between the Mary party and the 
anti-Mary party. Sir Thomas estab- 
lished that the true authors were 
members of a repressed and miser- 
able community of Moors. The 
books were ‘‘found’’ in 1595 and 
had their great influence in the first 
part of the seventeenth century. It 
was not until 1682 that they were 
declared by the Vatican to be for- 
geries. 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN YUGOSLAVIA 

On the occasion of the recent visit 
of Marshall Tito to Great Britain, 
Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden brought 
up the question of religious freedom 
in Yugoslavia. The London Times 
reports that there is reason to think 
that as a result of these conversations 
the Yugoslav leaders may be pre- 
pared to negotiate with the leaders 
of the churches in that country an 
agreement allowing the return of 
some church property and insuring 
greater freedom in the administra- 
tion of the churches. The Times 
says ‘‘No doubt the visit has helped 
to convince the leaders of the depth 
and extent of the desire in this 
country for a more liberal policy in 
church matters.”’ 


THE ROMAN EMPIRE AGAIN 

The recent treaty between Turkey, 
Greece, and Yugoslavia has some 
interesting angles for students of 
Bible prophecy. We know that the 
Bible teaches that the old Roman 
Empire will be reconstituted. Be- 
cause of this fact we have persist- 
ently pointed out that Yugoslavia 
would never be with Russia but 
weuld be with the western nations. 
This is true also for Greece and 
Turkey, both of which were within 
the bounds of the Roman Empire. 
Now, in spite of deep hatreds, a 
treaty of alliance for defense has 
been signed by representatives of 
the three countries. 

The alliance is, of course, directed 
against Russia, as the only possible 
aggression would be from that direc- 
tion. The union between the three 


countries is extraordinary, and has 
excited great comment among secu- 
lar writers, but it is readily com- 
prehensible to those who know the 
direction in which nations must 
move as the age draws to its close. 


PERSECUTION IN EAST GERMANY 

A continuing stream of news items 
is appearing in Eurovean papers 
concerning the persecution of Chris- 
tians in the eastern zone of Ger- 
many. Just recently the 70th annual 
missionary conference at Halle was 
forbidden, despite the fact that the 
conference had previously received 
official sanction from the a:thori- 
ties. Nevertheless, the conference 
assembled under the leadership of 
Bishop D. Muller, and for the first 
two days the meetings were allowed 
to continue. But on the third day 
the conference was brought to an 
end by the police, with the result 
that the great missionary raily, for 
which two thousand people had 
come together in St. George’s 
Church, was not allowed to go on. 

One of the Christian leaders, after 
an interview with the authorities, 
informed the congregation that the 
rally could not be held, though he 
was unable to state the reason for 
the ban. The congregation sang the 
Lutheran hymns, ‘‘Preserve to us, 
O Lord, Thy Word’’ and ‘‘Praise 
the Lord,’’ and silently dispersed 
to their homes. 
TROUBLE IN ISRAEL 

In spite of the talk by many Bible 
teachers that the present occupation 
of part of Palestine by Israel is a 
fulfillment of Bible prophecy, I have 
constantly noted that we cannot be 
sure that it is any such thing. Sev- 
eral years ago I said that if the 
Arabs suddenly rose and pushed 
every Jew in Palestine -into the 
Mediterranean, it would not in any 
wise nullify the prophecies which 
shall some day be fulfilled. I said 
that the present occupancy of the 
land by Israel had to be considered 
as rape rather than marriage. 
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THIS BOOK 
(Continued from page 25) 


hills, one of them barren and stony, 
and the other “fair, fresh, green, and 
beautiful,” while between them was 
situated a cave. On the barren hill 
there stood a withered tree, beneath 
which sat a figure clad in rough 
mourning garments, and bearing an 
inscription explaining that he illus- 
trated a decayed commonwealth. By 
contrast, on the fresh green hill oppo- 
site, a well-dressed figure was stand- 
ing upright, with an inscription to say 
that he portrayed a flourishing com- 
monwealth. From the cave between 
these two hills emerged an old man 
with a scythe, Father Time, who was 
leading his daughter Truth, clad all 
in white and with a Book—the Eng- 
lish Bible—in her hand. As they ap- 
peared, a child expounded the mean- 
ing of the pageant to the Queen. 

As the child finished speaking, he 
took the English Bible, which Truth 
had meanwhile handed to him, and 
presented it to the Queen. It was a 
solemn moment. What would be 
Elizabeth’s response to this gift of an 
English Bible? How would she react 
to the pageant’s meaning? 

We may read an account of what 
happened next in an old chronicle. 
The Queen, we hear, “as soon as she 
had received the Book, kissed it, and 
with both her hands held up the same, 
and so laid it upon her breast, with 
great thanks te the City therefore.” 

Thus Queen Elizabeth I, in the 
course of her Coronation procession, 
encouraged many of her people to 
dare hope once more that the Book 
“se leng shut up, so long hid” would 
be set ferth again, that those who 
wished to hear and study it might 
freely do so. 

And so it. proved. Not long after 
Elizabeth’s Coronation, an Injunction 
was issued ordering the Great Bible 
to be set up in the churches again, 
and never since that time have the 
British people been deprived of their 
hard-won right of hearing God’s word 
read aloud in the English language. 
During the subsequent long and 
fruitful reign of Elizabeth I, the 
English Bible was regarded as a most 
precious possession, and the right to 
study it as a dearly-prized national 
liberty. It was read by all sorts and 
conditions of the people, and was to 
be heard in castles and cottages; in 
timbered manor houses and wealthy 
townsmen’s dwellings; in shepherds 
huts on the bare silent hills, and in 
galleons sailing the far seas. In fact, 
so much did the English Bible become 
identified with British national life 
in those days that the historian J. R. 
Green has declared: “England became 
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the people of a book, and that book 
was the Bible.” 

We may catch an echo of the feeling 
with which our Bible was regarded in 
the later 16th century, from the Eliza- 
bethan dramatist Thomas Heywood’s 
play: “If You Know not Me, You 
Know Nobody.” The first part of this 
play deals with the hazards which 
beset Elizabeth in Mary’s reign, and 
ends with her accession: the final 
scene representing her Coronation 
procession, when the Lord Mayor is 
portrayed as handing her the Bible. 
The Queen’s reply is not a matter of 
historical fact—but in it Heywood 
surely reflects something of the spirit 
of the time: 

An English Bible, thanks my good 

Lord Mayor, 

You of our body and our soul have 

care: 

This is the jewel that we still love 

best, 

This was our solace when we were 

distrest, 

This Book that hath so long con- 

cealed itself, 

So long shut up, so long hid; now 

Lords see, 

We here unclasp, for ever it is free: 

Who looks for joy, let him this book 

adore, 

This is the true food for rich men 

and for poor, 

Who drinks of this is certain ne’er 

to perish, 

This will the soul with heavenly 

virtue cherish, 

Lay hand upon this Anchor every 

soul, 

Your names shall be in an eternal 

scroll; 

Who builds on this, dwells in a 

happy state, 

This is the fountain clear immac- 

ulate. 

That happy issue that shall us 

succeed, 

And in our populous Kingdom this 

Book read, 

For them as for our own selves we 

humbly pray 

They may live long and blest. 

We, the new Elizabethans, can but 
pray that in our age, the people of 
Britain will turn back to the Book 
which our forbears treasured so 
dearly, and for which many were 
prepared, if need be, to give their 
lives. 

May the millions who, through the 
marvels of modern invention, will be 
enabled to hear the Coronation Serv- 
ice of Queen Elizabeth II, be led to 
realize the unchanged and unchang- 
ing truth of the words with which the 
Archbishop of Canterbury hands our 
Queen an English Bible: “Most gra- 
cieus Queen, we present you with 
this Book, the most valuable thing 
that this world affords. Here is Wis- 
dem. This is the Royal Law. These 
are the lively oracles of God.” Enp 
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ISRAEL 
(Continued from page 17) 

Hebrew-Jewish aspect of the Chris- 
tian worship of God in Israel How 
far this national Jewish profession is 
honest in all who profess it, can only 
be decided in each individual case; 
but the phenomenon is something 
entirely new, and we must come to 
an understanding with it. The new 
missionaries are not asking for the 
abandonment of Jewish nationality, 
but seek ‘the Hebrew Israeli of Chris- 
tian faith.’ 
On the Other Side of the Barricade 

“The missionaries themselves attack 


those deserters without character who 
unfortunately are to be found always 


and everywhere. Rev. J. H. Grolle,-: 


of Holland, reported after his visit to 
Israel— 

To-day one could baptize a 
hundred Jews a day in Israel, if 
one wanted to; but one must not 
want to, for they would al] be 
such as want to leave the country. 
“He summed up his impressions in 

the bitter remark, ‘We are a Church, 
not a travel agency.’ 

“The missionaries who are able to 
dispose of considerable quantities of 
food and clothing have a different but 
similar song to sing. Their alms are 
snatched unworthily from their hands, 
and are disposed of on the black mar- 
ket. There is even a black market in 
missionary Bibles. They are obtained 
very cheaply, or even free, and then 
sold at a considerable profit. 

“Decent Jews and missionaries must 
unite in fighting these repulsive 
manifestations.” 

Ben-Chorin proceeds to stress the 
need for attracting the 1,500 children 
in missionary schools to Jewish insti- 
tutions. He goes on to lament the 
rabbinic failure in pastoral care of 
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adults, and demands the founding of 
a Jewish Bible Society, not merely to 
provide all the Hebrew Bibles needed 
but also to provide Jewish .transla-: 
tions of the Old Testament for all the 
languages of the Jewish diaspora. - 

He ends his article as follows: “The 
wind must be taken out of the sails 
of missionary work proper by a work 
of Jewish-Christian understanding. 
Instead of stealing souls on one side, 
and tirades of abuse on the other, we 
must have a Jewish-Christian spir- 
itual dialogue, which will lead the two 
sides to know one another and so to 
enrich one another religiously. In 
place of opposition, we must have 
fellowship and work together.” 

The article called forth considerable 
correspondence, for the most part 
favorable to the stand taken by Mr. 
Ben-Chorion. The translator adds: 

“Such an article could not have been 
published in a Jewish paper before 
the founding of the State of Israel, nor 
could it be to-day outside Israel itself. 
It shows what a radical, though not 
entirely unexpected, change the 
achievement of nationhood is making. 
For the first time since the reign of 
Constantine, the Jew is able to meet 
the Christian on equal terms. It will 
take time before the full effect is 
visible, but it does mean that the 
Church’s approach to the Jew is enter- 
ing, at least in Israel, on a completely 
new phase. More than ever, only the 
best that the Church can offer will be 
good enough, and every method which 
falls short of the Christlike will only 





offend and harm.” END 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 14) 


The first words of Chapter Three 
thus strike the keynote. In the second 
concluding with 5:12 the word “love” 
occurs sixteen times as a noun, and 
twenty-five times as a verb. It ap- 
pears five times as a verbal noun. 
The conjunction may be taken quite 
literally, as a conjunction of purpose. 
Love, this unearthly love, has a pur- 
pose—“that we may be called the 
sons of God.” In other words the 
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Johannine idea of rebirth, and the 
Pauline idea of adoption meet and 
fuse here. There could be no con- 
ceivable method or device whereby 
sinful beings could attain such a state 
or such a privilege save by the exer- 
cise, the operation, and the will of a 
power unimaginable in its strength 
and its “unearthliness.” It is all of 
love and grace, not of right and birth. 

Moreover, the purpose is consum- 
mated. “And we are,” says the Apos- 
tle. The words are omitted by the 
manuscripts followed by the Author- 
ized Version, under the leadership 
of the Tyndale and Geneva trans- 
lations. The authority for the words 
is, however, overwhelming. Justin 
Martyr quoted this verse with “and 
we are” in place, revealing beyond 
controversy that he knew the epistle. 

John then proceeds to a more 
sombre note. The blind world sees 
nothing unique in the Christian. But 
what of that? The same world hated 
and crucified Christ, seeing no beauty 
that they should desire Him. And is 
the servant greater than his Maker? 
Can the child of God expect more 
justice or discernment from mankind 
than man gave to God Incarnate? 
There is pathos in the phrase. The 
persecutions of Nero were past, and 
those of Domitian, “the bald Nero,” as 
Rome called the tyrant, were begin- 
ning. 

Beyond this life, and whatever by 
God’s grace it contains of glorious 
privilege, there is something wider 
and more glorious. “We shall be like 
Him.” From the Sixth Beatitude on- 
ward, the vision of God recurs as a 
New Testament promise, and the logic 
of John’s simple prophecy follows. To 
see God would crush and shatter the 
sinner. But the Christian is a child 
of God, and has confidence before his 
Father’s face. It therefore follows that 
the great day of meeting will be a 
day of transformation, when the rags 
and tatters will fall away and the 
blessed shall be clothed fitly for the 
presence of the King. 

With quick application in Verse 
Three John turns, as he so often does, 
to the present and the practical. Lest 
his followers become too “other- 
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worldly” and lost in “gazing into 
heavenly,” John reminds them of the 
natural conclusion. Let those who 
one day shall be like Him, live in the 
light of the fact. 


LAST WORDS 


According to Time, a French weekly | 


asked a number of France’s top in- 
telligentsia, “Suppose you had only 
a quarter of an hour to live. What 
kind of last message would you ad- 
dress to your fellow citizens?” 

Francois Mauriac, Nobel Prizewin- 
ning novelist, said, “Step back a little 
. . . leave me alone, face to face with 
this eternity which I have not been 
able to face since I entered this world 

..’ Prince Louis de Broglie, Nobel 
Prizewinning physicist, said, “Maybe 
the entire universe . . . from atom to 
spiral nebulae, is nothing but a tiny 
speck of a much vaster reality.” 
Georges Simenon, author of thrillers, 
said, “I am sure of nothing.” 





In December, 1666, Hugh Mackail, | 
youngest and bravest of the Cove- | 


nanter preachers, was brought before 
his judges in Edinburgh and con- 
demned to die in four days. The sol- 


diers led him back to prison. Many | 
in the watching crowd were weeping | 


as he went. But his last words to the 


people were, “TRUST IN GOD!” | 


Then, suddenly seeing a friend in 
the crowd, he cried, “Good news! I 
am within four days’ journey of en- 
joying the sight of Jesus Christ!” 


Only a Christian can speak like | 


that. Only a Christian has a word of 
triumph and faith for the last hour. 


Are you a Christian? 
H. W. O. 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 20) 

deeply devoted to the Word of God. 
The two Indians present were Bishop- 
elect Chandy, the present principal 
of the college at Tiruvalla, and an- 
other gentleman who was there as a 
guest of the bishop. This gentleman 
was a highly-educated Indian who 
had originated in the Mar Thoma 
Church but whose conversation speed- 
ily brought out that he did not believe 
in the great doctrines of the Church 
and that he did not believe in personal 
regeneration. His hope was to find 
religion that would coordinate Hindu- 
ism, Christianity, and other faiths. 

I was naturally keenly eager to 
know the spiritual status of all the 
people with whom I came in contact. 
Dr. Chandy politely left the conver- 
sation to Mr. Seamands who imme- 
diately showed his definite faith in 
the Word of God and his belief in the 
necessity of the new birth. I was de- 
lighted to know that he, as one of the 
fellow speakers at the Convention 
would be following the same Biblical 
lines that I would be. Then Dr. 
Chandy quietly entered the conver- 
sation. He pointed out that he had 
gone through many phases and ex- 
periences during the years of his 
education until the time came, said he, 
when he had surrendered his entire 
being to the Lord, all of his faculties 
and reasoning processes. From then 
on he knew that he was on the rock 
of the Word of God and that he had 
passed out of death and inte life. 

It thrilled my heart to hear this 
testimony, above all because I knew 
that he had been to the United States 
and had had his theological seminary 
training in one of our great liberal 
institutions and had gone on to an- 
other’ liberal institution for his doc- 
torate. I spoke of this fact, saying, 
“Then your years in the United 
States at modernistic schools did not 
shake your faith?” He replied, “On 
the contrary. I became immediately 
aware that I was in schools where 
there was a denial of the great doc- 
trines of the faith and I was forced 
to go back to the Word of God and 
to the reality of my own experiences 
within and came out stronger than 
ever.” I retired that night with great 
hopes for blessing and with a keen 
expectation that God was going to do 
a great work. 

The next morning we drove a few 
miles to Maramon. The speakers 
were taken to the long shed, divided 
up into single rooms with open doors 
on each side, covered with a curtain 
designed to let any breath of air that 
might be stirring enter in. I had re- 
ceived a letter from the English mis- 
sionary who was hostess for the 
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speakers warning me that I must 


-bring cotton clothing, a pith helmet, 


and to be prepared for weather that 
was “the last word in hot stickiness.” 

In spite of the heat I was entranced 
with what I saw. We were lodged 
up on a high bank about sixty feet 
above the flat, sandy bed that 
stretched a third of a mile to a river 
a hundred yards wide against a 
similar bank on the other side. We 
were told that during flood times in 
the rainy season the water came up 
to the place where we were standing. 
But now there was a vast, sandy bed, 
a scene of great activity. The con- 
vention was to be held on this river 
bed below us. We cannot call the 
edifice a building or a tent, for it was 
neither of these. The Indian name is 
a pandle pronounced to rhyme with 
“bundle.” Bamboo trees had been cut 
and sunk into the ground in straight 
lines. Other bamboo poles had been 
laid across them and the whole cov- 
ered with thatch. The sand was cov- 
ered by matting on which the people 
sat cross-legged. Since the uprights 
were in straight lines forming squares 
and since several of us on different 
occasions counted that approximately 
one hundred people were seated in 
each square, we could readily deter- 
mine the size of an audience. There 
were fourteen squares in one direc- 
tion and twenty in the other, making 
room for twenty-eight thousand peo- 
ple to be seated comfortably. The 
speakers’ platform, raised about eigh- 
teen inches above the sand, was in 
the third row of these squares. Thus 
about twenty-eight hundred people 
were behind us and twenty-five 
thousand in front of us. A rope 
divided the pandle down the middle: 
all the women were on one side, the 
speakers’ left, and all the men to the 
right. 

The metropolitan bishop is a tall, 
patriarchal figure with a long beard 
and keen eyes. He had been ill for 
several months during the past year 
and his strength did not permit him 
to spend much time among us, but 
the fellowship that I had with him 
impressed me greatly. I found him a 
man of great faith, earnest zeal, and 
keen ability. The second bishop, 


eighteen miles away to spend the 
night in his beautiful home, high and 
cool. 

I am deeply impressed with the 
spiritual leadership of the Mar Thoma 
Church. It should be realized that 
though the native language of this 
part of India is Malayalam, the edu- 
cation on all upper levels is in 
English. High schools, colleges, and 


the theological seminary have classes 
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in English. The teaching is done in 
that language. It was this that made 
possible my direct contact with so 
many of the ministers of the church. 

Each morning during the week at 
seven o’clock there was a meeting of 
about three hundred people at which 
I was the speaker, giving Bible 
studies for an hour and a half on the 
book of Galatians. About two hun- 
dred of the ministers of the church 
were present as well as many leading 
laymen who understood English. The 
three main meetings of the day were 
at 10 o’clock in the morning, 2:30 in 
the afternoon, and 7:30 in the evening. 
The latter meeting was for men only 
as no women are ever seen after 
sunset. By the end of the week there 
were as many as twenty thousand 
men only at the meetings, Saturday 
night probably running to twenty-five 
thousand. 

Bob Pierce, who has earned his 
well-deserved reputation for his work 
in China and Korea, had come to 
India two or three weeks before the 
Maramon Convention and had had an 
excellent meeting in Calcutta at 
which there was great blessing and 
many conversions. He had come down 
to Maramon to see the convention and 
to photograph it. There was to have 
been a speaker from Ceylon and we 
awaited his coming with some trepi- 
dation as we had heard that he was a 
man very much inclined to be a 
modernist. We were more than de- 
lighted to learn that something had 
arisen to make it impossible for him 
to come. In the emergency Bob 
Pierce was asked to speak in his 
place and so throughout the week 
the main meetings were held in turn 
by Mr. Seamands, Bob Pierce, and 
me. In between times our seasons 
of prayer were marked with power 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
and we could feel the moving of the 
Lord on the hearts of the people of 
these vast congregations. 

On the first Sunday morning I had 
attended the Communion service at 
Tiruvalla in the college church. It 
was a great joy to me to go forward 
and kneel down with the rest of the 
communicants and receive Commun- 
ion at the hands of these ministers 
who were men of God. I was so de- 
lighted that they did not have the 
doctrine of closed Communion. Here, 
near the tip of India, in this Hindu 
world, there was true oneness in 
Christ though our backgrounds and 
cultures were greatly different. 

One day I went to give the com- 
mencement address at the college at 
Tiruvalla. I hope that many will be 
able to see the colored motion pic- 
tures that Bob Pierce took of this 
celebration and of the students and 
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the native dancers who came in to 
perform a ritual dance as a part of 
the amusement in connection with the 
activities. The beauty and grace of 
these people can be better understood 
when seen. 

Beginning about a hundred yards 


| away from the main pandle there 

. e ° e : were scores of similar booths erected 
This 18 ministry to show the various phases of the 
e work of the Church. Different so- 


cieties had their headquarters there 
for the distribution of literature. The 
Children’s Special Service Mission of 
London also had headquarters there, 
and with us at the speakers’ shed 
there was a young man, a graduate of 
Oxford University, who had charge 
of all the children’s work during the 
Convention. 

By far the most interesting exhibit 
of the Church’s own activities was 
that of their layman’s training pro- 
gram for full time workers. Scores 
of men have devoted their lives to 
the Lord and there is what we would 
call a Bible institute that gives these 
men training. Now they have begun 
to spill over outside of Travancore to 
go to other parts of India. At the 
present time thirty of these men are 
ready to go as missionaries even to 
Nepal on the frontier of Tibet. The 
only thing that holds them back is 
the financing. Bob Pierce and I agreed 
to underwrite the salaries of thirty 
of these men to work in Tamil, a 
country in south India and on up 
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me and on all sides as far as we 
could see extended this great mass of 
humanity. The loud speakers gave 
forth the message even up on the 
banks of the river where hundreds 
of people were sitting to watch the 
scene and to listen to the words as 
they came up. It was estimated that 
approximately forty thousand people 
were at the closing meeting, twenty- 
eight thousand under shelter and 
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twelve thousand crowded around out- 
side. 

It was a glorious privilege to preach 
the Gospel to them knowing that 
many of them were Hindus, very 
many were Roman Catholics, and still 
others were members of the Syriac 
Jacobite Church. I have two impres- 
sions of that closing day. First, the 
vast sea of humanity, the thousands 
of women in their vari-colored saris 
and the men all in white. But in ad- 
dition to this impression of a sea of 
upturned faces is that which was re- 
ceived from those that were close at 
hand. The platform was on the divid- 
ing line between the men’s side and 
the women’s side. My translator was 
at my right. I could have put my 
hand down and touched the little 
girls that were squatted to the very 
edge of the platform with their Bibles 
and hymn books on the platform. 
Once I had to be careful not to step 
on the fingers of a little girl who had 
never taken her eyes from me and 
who had been in that close place 
throughout the week. 

I spoke one sentence in English and 
my translator spoke it in Malayalam. 
It was often possible for me when I 
knew what my next sentence was to 
be, to take my mind entirely away 
from my subject and drop it for a 
few seconds on the individuals who 
were there close at hand. The eyes 
would shift to me when I spoke and 
to the translator as he put it into 
their mother tongue. The earnest 
young men, the pastors, the evange- 
lists, the venerable greybeards were 
literally hanging upon the Word of 
God. I could tell the difference be- 
tween those who spoke English and 
those who did not by the reaction on 
their faces. All those who were near 
the speakers’ stand were surrendered 
to the message. It was possible to see 
the truth take hold. One could see 
the slow nodding of the head as the 
truth bit in, the awareness of con- 
viction in some cases and of blessing 
in others. 

The benediction over, we started 
back the half-mile walk to our shed. 
We were engulfed in the streaming 
thousands who drew back a step to 
watch us pass, who smiled, who exer- 
cised their English upon us to thank 
us. And when a little while later Bob 
Pierce and I got in the car, our driver 
moved forward at five miles an hour 
through the flooding crowd. We 
picked up a little speed as we got out 
on the road, but boys still ran beside 
us. One had his hand on the window 
of the car, his white teeth and brown 
eyes marking the warmth of his smile 
as he said most earnestly, “Come back 
next year: come back next year.” 

END 
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MEDITATIONS 

(Continued from page 23) 
8:28). But that purpose is to conform 
us to the image of the Son of God 
(v. 29). Joseph could not secure a 
trial and therefore could not clear 
himself. It would seem that he would 
have to remain in prison until he died. 
God had permitted him to be dis- 
appointed so that having the sentence 
of death within himself, he might not 
trust in himself, but in God that 

raiseth the dead (2 Cor. 1:9). 
Lord, we praise Thee that Thou 
art working for us. 
June 18 

HE STOOD BY THE RIVER (41:1) 

Pharaoh’s dream was particularly 
Egyptian. We mention this because 
there are those who do not kelieve 
that Moses wrote Genesis, and they 
look upon these as human writings. 
But never in the history of Israel was 
there an opportunity for anyone to 
know the inwardness of the Egyptian 
psychology after the days of Moses. 
There is a great picture here of the 
way in which the Lord shows Him- 
self to be Lord over the inwardness 
of men’s thoughts. How impossible 
for us to cause another man to think 
as we would like him to think! How 
easy for the Lord God to bring to 
pass all that He wishes in the minds 
of men! Even the thoughts that roll 
through the mind of the unheliever 
in the sub-conscious world of dreams 
are thoughts that can be directed by 
God. Left to himself, “God is not in 
all his thoughts” (Psa. 10:4). But, 
praise God, we are always in His 
thought. 

Lord, may we bring every thought 

into captivity (2 Cor. 10:5). 

June 19 

THERE WAS NONE THAT COULD INTERPRET 
(41:8) 

Pharaoh realized that there was 
great importance to that which he had 
dreamed. In those days, before there 
was a Bible, God often spoke to 
people through their dreams, and all 
of the religion of Egypt was bound 
up with the superstitions which arise 
when men will not accept the reality 
of divine revelation. Helpless him- 
self,.Pharaoh turned to the magicians 
of his land. How powerful these men 
were we can see in their struggle 
with Moses a few centuries later. 
They were dominated by Satan, but 
the Devil is powerless when he is 
faced with God Himself. The Lord 
was in such dominating control that 
the magicians could not even think 
up a plausible interpretation which 
might have satisfied Pharach. God 
was running every detail, and Joseph 
was coming out of prison on the end 
of these 

Lord, we thank Thee that 
Thou alone art God. 
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June 20 
‘| DO REMEMBER MY FAULTS THIS DAY 
(41:9) 

God is never at a loss for means 
to execute His purposes. If we were 
only duly observant of the works of 
Providence around us, we should see, 
in many instances relating to our- 
selves, how God had wonderfully 
brought to pass the most unlooked-for 
events. The most strange things are 
bent to serve His purposes of grace 
and to bring about what no human 
foresight. could have accomplished. 
This is probably more true in the 
matters of our soul than in temporal 
affairs. When we come to know the 
history of all of God’s doings in our 
behalf, we will be brought to recog- 
nize that the whole of history is con- 
cerned, from God’s point of view, only 
with the events that are happening 
in the lives of His elect. Civilizations 
rise and fall, dictators come and go, 
armies move, inventions alter the face 
of the earth, and though unsaved men 
write the history of events as though 
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they were ordering them, it shall be 
brought out one day that God was 
interested only in those whom He had 
chosen in Christ before the founda- 
tion of the world (Eph. 1:4). 

Lord, break us with Thy grace. 


June 21 
AS HE INTERPRETED TO US, SO IT WAS 
(41:13) 

The day will come when all the 
world will be forced to give witness 
that we knew what we were talking 
about and that what we had spoken 
did come to pass. The life of the 
Christian is woven through the lives 
of other men in order to bring them 
to condemnation. Noah built an ark 
to the saving of his soul, by which he 
condemned the world (Heb. 11:7). 
We must never forget that every right 
choice we make is damning evidence 
against the world; every true word we 
speak as the ambassadors of God is 
a word over which the unbelieving 
will stumble to their doom. That is 
why we must live for eternity and 
not worry about the temporary drift 
of events. When we know that we are 
in the will of God, we can afford to 
speak with the calm of eternity. Two 
years more or less in prison is noth- 
ing when we realize that we are liv- 
ing for the record that exalts God and 
condemns the world. 


Lord, give us a contempt * 


for circumstances. 


June 22 
PHARAOH SENT AND CALLED JOSEPH 
(41:14) 

It would be well if we bore in mind 
the ability of God to help us. People 
when brought into great trials by loss 
of dear friends, by embarrassed cir- 
cumstances, or by some other calami- 
tous event, are apt to think. that, 
because they see no way for their 
escape, their state is hopeless; and, 
from indulging in despair, they are 
ready to say with Job, “I am weary 
of life,” and “my soul chooseth 
strangling, and death rather than my 
life” (Job 7:15). But we should re- 
member that there is our God, with 
whom nothing is impossible. Though 
human help may fail us, “The Lord’s 
hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear” (Isa. 59:1). He is wait- 
ing to glorify Himself by rescuing us 
from our difficulties if we will only 
call on Him. Our extremity would 
be the opportunity which He would 
seize, and “in the mount of the Lord 
it shall be seen” (Gen. 22:14). 

Lord, may we expect great 
things from Thee. 


June 23 

THEY BROUGHT HIM HASTILY OUT OF THE 
DUNGEON (41:14) 

In the eventful life of Joseph we 
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are particularly struck with the sud- 
denness and greatness of the changes 
he experienced. One day he was his 
father’s favorite, the next day he was 
menaced with death and sold as a 
slave. One day he was the head of 
Potiphar’s household, the next he was 
in prison and laid in fetters of iron. 
One day he was under-ruler of 
that prison and the next day he was 
in despair because of the ingratitude 
of the butler. And now, in the provi- 
dence of God, he is brought from the 
loneliness and despair of that dungeon 
life to take his place as the governor 
of the first nation upon the earth. We 
may certainly never despair that our 
case has gotten beyond the care and 
power of God. He knows exactly how 
much we can stand and He is using 
all of His mastery of events to develop 
us in our character for the purposes 
which He has for us. And all who 
have named His name and who are 
in this earth may expect to be brought 
suddenly to the throne of Christ and 
to be like Him. 
Lord, teach us to live the 
throne life even in the dungeon. 


June 24 
JOSEPH ... CAME IN UNTO PHARAOH 
(41:14) 

We should realize that the world 
never does anything for any believer 
because he is a believer. Whenever 
the world sends for the believer it is 
because it wants some information 
by which it can profit for its own evil 
ends. Whenever the world exalts the 
believer to any place of distinction, 
it is not in order to honor the believer 
but because it believes that it can 
profit through the blessing that seems 
to come through the believer. This is 
why we must always learn to look 
upon all things in the perspective of 
eternity. We are in this world but 
we are not of it. The Pharaohs of this 
world govern by whim, sending a 
butler to jail and back and sending 
a baker to jail and to death. The 
Pharaohs of this world are hard and 
grasping and greedy. They live in 
covetousness which is idolatry. They 
have themselves for God and care 
nothing for us except as they may be 
able to use us for themselves. 

Lord, may we look at 
the world through Thee. 


June 25 
IT IS NOT IN ME: GOD (41:16) 

t a contrast with an earlier 
verse in this story (40:8), and yet 
how exactly the two fit together. 
Joseph had said to the butler and the 
baker, “Interpretations belong to God: 
tell me.” Joseph was able to act with 
this divine boldness only beceuse the 
inwardness of his mind was that 
which is expressed by our text, “It 
is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh 
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an answer of peace.” Here is one of 
the most important lessons of life. 
“Man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the 
heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). God can see 
when a man is right with Him; man 
cannot see such a thing. Moses un- 
doubtedly appeared arrogant when 
he acted for God, and there were 
those who criticized him for it (Ex. 
14:11, 12; Num. 12:2). But from the 
point of view of God Moses was meek, 
more meek than any man on earth 
(Num. 12:3). So Joseph could take 
the place of God because he had 
given God the place that was right- 


fully His. 
Lord, give us true perspective. 
June 26 
THE LEAN ... KINE DID EAT UP THE... 
FAT (41:20) 


“The earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof” (Psa. 24:1). “Who 
hath gathered the wind in his fists?” 
(Prov. 30:4). “He gave the wind its 
weight, and meted out the waters by 
measure . . . He made a decree for 
the rain, and a way for the lightning 
of the thunder” (Job 28:25, 26 RSV). 
“For every beast of the forest is mine, 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills” 
(Psa. 50:10). These verses and a 
hundred others throughout the Word 
of God show that He is in full control 
of the weather and that He is in full 
domination of all His creatures. The 
word dismal is Latin for “evil days.” 
It was only when men had forgotten 
Latin that they doubled the word and 
spoke of “dismal days.” There is no 
such thing for the child of God. “This 
is the day the Lord hath made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa. 118: 
24). This can be said when the cattle 
are fat or the cattle are lean. The 
Lord makes the days of fatness and 
the days of drought. But he has prom- 
ised that He will always provide for 
His own. 

Lord, we thank Thee that famine 
cannot separate us from Thee. 


June 27 
GOD HAS SHOWED PHARAOH WHAT HE 
1S ABOUT TO DO (41:25) 

The Lord had one purpose in mind: 
to lift Jacob and his sons out of the 
land of Israel and bring them down 
away from the Philistines so that they 
could grow strong as a nation under 
the most favorable circumstances 
until it should be time for Him to 
bring them back into the land again 
as His people, fully formed. So now 
He proceeds to bring the forces of 
nature to do His bidding, and since 
there is to be great famine and man 
is naturally improvident, wasting a 
surplus when he has it, God impresses 
the ruler of Egypt with the certainty 
and terror of that which lies before 
the nation, and brings to pass the 
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time for rest and recreation. 


4. UNIQUE IN ITS SPEAKERS .. . Choice servants who will minister 
this summer: R. L. Stevenson, George Coley Jr., Clarence Didden, 
Northcote Deck, James R. King, Capt. J. C. Metcalfe, Arthur B. 
Whiting, E. L. Langston, Rowan Pearce. 


A Good Family Conference .. Meetings For Children 
Write for folder now: 


HEPHZIBAH HOUSE 
51 West 75th Street, New York 23, N. Y. 


Dr. Arthur B. Whiting of First Baptist Church, New York City, President 
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counsel of His will. Joseph will be- 

come governor of Egypt; the people 

will be uprooted in Palestine and 

brought to Egypt; the counsels of 

God will stand sure. To this end He 
makes known His will to this king. 

Lord, we thank Thee that 

Thou art King of kings. 

June 28 

THE DREAM WAS DOUBLED UNTO PHARAOH 

(41:32) 

“And the doubling of Pharaoh’s 
dream means that the thing is fixed 
by God, and God will shortly bring 
it to pass” (RSV). Here is the estab- 
lishment of a very important prin- 
ciple in the Word of God. The Lord 
never repeats Himself for the sake 
of literary effect. When we find a 
thing set forth twice it is divine em- 
phasis that the thing is fixed, and 
that nothing can alter it. This was 
back of the solemn method of Christ’s 
speech, which we know as “Verily, 
verily.” The Greek (taken from the 
Hebrew) is “Amen, Amen I say unto 
you.” It is true; it is true. You can 
find many instances for yourself, but 
take as one of the most solemn, 
“Though we, or an angel from 
Heaven, preach any other Gospel 
unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed. As we said before, so say 
I now again, If any man preach any 
other Gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed” 
(Gal. 1:8, 9). 

Lord, we thank Thee for 

grace upon grace (John 1:16 RSV). 

June 29 

NOW. THEREFORE LET PHARAOH LOOK OUT 
A MAN (41:33) 

It is interesting to note that Joseph 
has holy boldness before this mighty 
monarch. He passes easily from the 
interpretation of the dream to the 
place of counsel and even more than 
counsel. For he does not hint that 
the king should choose a man, nor 
offer it as a suggestion, but’ rather 
speaks in terms of certain command. 
This is the thing that is to be done. 
It is the only logical conclusion that 
can be drawn from the dream and 
the truth that it announces. A man 
must be found. God always works 
through men in performing the tasks 
which are to be done on earth. How 
terrible when we are not willing to 
be in the place of usefulness. God 
told Ezekiel that He sought for a man 
among them that should build up the 
wall and stand in the gap before Him 
for the land . . . but He found none 
(Ezek. 22:30). 

Lord, make us so that 
we will be available. 


a June 30 
DISCREET AND WISE (41:33) 
Our. word “discreet” is the past 
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PAS-CAL PRODUCTS 


L. C. WARD, Manager 
s 
NOTE CONTENT & POTENCIES OF THE 


PAS-CAL VITAMIN MINERAL 
DIETARY SUPPLEMENT 


32 Elements 
LISTED BELOW 
If you are paying much more for a 
comparable formula, our price of 
= should be good news to your 
pocke’ 


HI-POTENCY 
MULTI-VITAMINS 


Contains 22 Elements 
Each day’s supply of three ' tablets 
(one with each meal) furnishes: 
Vitamin A (palmitate)......... 25500 U.S.P. 
Vitamin D (irr. Ergosterol)....1200 U.S.P. 










WO DE nos. as. Si aiadeaiccecteeaane 18 mg 
aE ERE 5 c. 12 mg 
I ssns'vonsissieussipinaen natineiaaiiaaieionas 15 mg 
RCUONNSIO oon ages. cs acniccassezomeaconcsd 15 mg 
We BAG, 5.5.5... .nissn Bis tp sscrte en 6 mg 
NO Ree A Ss eat Roma 2 meg 
gt EAE ener ore st 150 mg 
Vitamin E (Vegetable Oils).............. 3 LU. 
ID A ncn nscctesacscotensceeresctiasniba’ 1 mg 
Calcium Pantothenate .................... 9 mg 
Choline (Choline citrate).................. 9 mg 
ON MD 3i. 52s. Scan a nupaac die 1.5 mg 
SMNMINID -«conesucessaicissaacusssnneed tes trerLeucee 9 mg 
Para-Amino Benzoic Acid 30 mg 
OR HAT 0.003 mg 
Yeast (dietary) ....... 4 gr 
Liver (Whole dried). 4 gr 
Chlorophyll 3 mg 
Alfalfa Juice Concentrat 1 gr 
ch NE -1 mg 


MULTI-MINERALS 


Contains 10 Minerals 
Each day’s supply of six tablets 
(two with each meal) furnishes: 











Ne ATE Le 1000 mg 
(bone meal, dicalcium phosphate) 
go ee alee Se oe! 700 mg 
(bone meal, dicalcium rome 
Iron (Ferrous gl i 22 mg 
Cobalt (Cobalt sulphate). Ldiseadealcete 0.1 mg 
Copper (Copper sulphate)............ 0.1 mg 
Fluorine (Bone meai).................... 0.1 mg 
tedine GOURD) 88. 0.2 mg 

Iphat Decesctee 1.5 mg 
Nickel (Nickel sulphate)................ 0.1 mg 
Zine (Zine sulphate)...................... 0.1 mg 


UNIT OF THREE BOTTLES 
One of Multi-Vitami 270 
Twe of amy ene Tablets $685 


Designed as a 30-day supply. Can be 
— and maintain “"Ulieate Mineral 


ALL POTENCIES GUARANTEED 
Free descriptive folder of PAS-CAL Vitamin 
and Mineral products. Mail orders 
aa postage paid. (Add 3c tex, 
on 

Send your order today to 
PAS- CAL COMPANY 
BOX 203-E ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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participle of a Latin word from which 
we have the verb “discern.” Its dic- 
tionary definition is “Showing dis- 
cernment or judgment in the guidance 
of one’s own speech and actin; ju- 
dicious, prudent, circumspect, cau- 
tious; often especially, that can be 
silent when speech would be incon- 
venient.” In our KJV the word “dis- 
creet” is found only in this chapter in 
the Old Testament, but the Hebrew 
word from which it comes is trans- 
lated elsewhere by such terms as 
attend, consider, be cunning, dili- 
gently, direct, discern, eloquent, feel, 
inform, instruct, have _ intelligence, 
know, look well to, mark, perceive, 
be prudent, regard, skill, skilful, 
teach, think, to get, give or have 
understanding, view, and to deal 
wisely. It can be seen, therefore, that 
the man that was being sought was 
quite a man. He was God’s man— 
Joseph. 
Lord, give us the Holy Spirit 
of discretion. 


SPIRIT TAUGHT 
(Continued from page 6) 
qualification to enjoy the Spirit’s tui- 
tion is to be regenerated and indwelt 
by the Spirit. “Now we have not re- 
ceived the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God; that we might 
know the things that are freely given 
to us of God” (v. 12). 

The Holy Spirit Is Hindered in His 
Ministry of Teaching the Unspiritual 
Man. Although a renewed man has a 
new nature and is indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, he still has his old Adamic 
nature and is ever under temptation 
to allow it to work through his phys- 
ical members, making him a carnal 
believer. Whenever he does, the Spirit 
of God is grieved (Eph. 4:30) and his 
ministry of instructing the carnal be- 
liever is seriously curtailed. The rea- 
son is simple. The Spirit of God is 
emphatically the Holy Spirit, and He 
uses the cleansing power of the Word 
(John 15:3) in His beneficent teach- 
ing ministry. When the believer per- 
sists in an unholy walk, he thereby 
automatically rejects the Spirit’s in- 
struction in refusing to walk accord- 
ing to the Word of God. 

The Holy Spirit Can Only Fully 
Discharge His Teaching Ministry in 
the Spiritual Believer. “But he that 
is spiritual judgeth all things” (1 Cor. 
2:15). He is able to evaluate or de- 
termine the excellencies or defects of 
facts and phenomena that touch both 
the natural and the supernatural 
realm, that concern both human wis- 
dom and divine truth, and pertain to 
both the deductions of science and the 
discoveries of revelation; provided, of 
course he has disciplined himself by 
study and research in the former 


sphere as he has allowed the Holy 
Spirit to instruct him in the latter 
realm. Because he is spiritual, he is 
able to be Spirit-taught. Being Spirit- 
taught “he himself is judged’ of no 
man,” that is as far as spiritual things 
are concerned. “For who (thus un- 
instructed by the Spirit) can know 
the mind of the Lord that he may 
instruct him?” (that is the spiritual 
believer) (1 Cor. 2:16). “But we 
have the mind of Christ.” 

The case cannot be otherwise. The 
spiritual believer, because he is Spir- 
it-taught, has “the mind of Christ.” 
The Spirit’s work is to testify of the 
Lord Jesus. Those who submit to His 
teaching will find that they will know 
Him, who is the subject of all inspired 
Scripture, the Alpha and Omega of 
all God’s revealed ways with man. 

May we constantly realize our com- 
plete dependence upon the Spirit of 
God to know the things of God. May 
our one desire be to be Spirit-taught 
in the things of God and thus to have 
“the mind of Christ.” END 








“Founded on the Rock” 


HOUGHTON PREPARATARY 











Preparing—. 


KEEN, ‘ALERT, 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


—through a high standard of education, 
select student associations and 
activities in a wholesome Christian 
environment, for college entrance 
and a guided future in— 


Christian 
LAW Service 
BUSINESS 
Teaching SCIENCE 
MEDICINE 
Junior and Senior High School—modest fees 


Address all inquiries to: Dept. T 
LAWRENCE P. GREEN, 8.S., Principal 


not 


ROLURCE RAOR, = COLLEGE 
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and show John... 


“The blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleaned, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, to the poor the Gospel is 
preached.” ‘ 

This was the proof the Lord Jesus 
Christ gave in answer to John the Bap- 
tist’s query, “Art thou he that should 
come?” 

Christian organizations are often 
asked whether they are doing the work 
of the Lord. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
says: 


We cannot make the lame walk as 
did our Lord, but we recently provided 
an artificial limb for a young believer 
in Israel. 

We cannot cleanse lepers or raise 
the dead — but we bring to them new 
life and cleansing through the blood 

of the cross. And following our Lord’s 
example, we do not overlook material 
needs. missionaries and repre- 
sentatives distribute food, clothing 
and medical care to suffering and 
needy Jewish people. 

Today we have more than 20 
full time missionaries—in Israel, 
Europe and the United States. 

Make THE FRIENDS OF 
ISRAEL your channel of 
Christian love and witness 
to the Jewish people 4 




















MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. fe 
President, Joseph M. Steele 
General Secretary, Rev. Victor Buksbazen 


1 am sending enclosed for your ministry 
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OPENINGS FOR TEACHERS 
There are several openings for 
school teachers and for couples— 
men to be teachers, women to be 
housemothers—in an unusual pri- 
vate school in Dutchess County, New 
York. On a beautiful 1,500-acre 
estate, there are 200 selected chil- 
dren with IQs above 100, who are or- 
phans or who come from broken 
homes. Very fine living quarters, 
moderate salary and full mainte- 
nance. Christian headmaster at- 
tempting to establish a fully devoted 
Christian staff. A great home mis- 
sion opportunity. Write EvTerniry. 
* * * 


A Christian college is earnestly 
desirous of securing for its faculty 
teachers in science, sociology, psy- 
chology and English literature. Ade- 
quate salaries available. Write to 
ETERNITY. 


AN ORGAN FOR AFRICA 

A missionary in Africa is very 
much in need of an organ for the 
local church there. He writes: 

‘*My wife says the organ we have 
is such an old wreck that it won’t 
play any more. She plays it but 
has to take a screwdriver and pliers 
along to fix it during the pastor’s 
sermon so she can play the last 
nimber. It should be one that plays 
either by bellows pumped by hand 
or by electrically operated bellows. 
If it is the electric kind we would 
need a small generator for it as there 
is no electricity there during the 
day.’’ 

Perhaps some of our readers will 
be able to supply this need. Write 
to ETERNITY. 





SUMMER BIBLE CONFERENCES 
(Continued from page 4) 

In our land today there are many 
conferences which you can attend. 
The Word of Life Camp,-. Sunrise 
Bible Conference, Keswick, Pine- 
brook, Sandy Cove, to mention but 
a few, are great camps in the East. 
The Pacific Coast has its camps. 
Winona Lake leads the Central 
States area. No matter where you 
turn there are Bible conference 
opportunities. 

Believer, would you have a vaca- 
tion which will lead to a vocation? 
Go to a Bible Conference! Let God 
speak to you through His Word. 


R. L. K. 



















MACATION 
WITH A 
ALLENGE 


Young Peoples Conference, 
July 11 to 18 

Bible Teaching Geared For Youth 

. Special recreational program 
with swimming, baseball, shuffie- 
board, fishing. George Slavin, Direc- 
tor and many other youth leaders 
assisting. 


General Bible Conference, 


July 25 to Aug. 1 


Guest Speakers—Dr. William Ward 
Ayer, Phil Saint, Marianna Slocum, 
Dr. Russell G. Jones, Director; John 
C. Hallett, Music Director. 


For information and folder write to: 
James E. Hill, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 





STOINY BROOK CONFERENCE 
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Please mention ETERNITY 
when writing to our advertisers. 














In the Land of the Sky 


BIBLE CONFERENCE blessings in the refreshing 
mountain climate of western North Carolina can be 
yours at Ben Lippen. For reservations write Columbia 
Bible College, Columbia, S. C. (before June 1); 
Ben Lippen Conference, Route 4, Asheville (after 


June 1). 

JUNE 13-20—YOUTH CONFERENCE 
Rev. H. Lawrence Love, Rev. F. Brooks Sanders, 
Dr. G. Allen Fleece. 

JUNE 27-JULY 6—GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Rev. Charles Seidenspinner, Dr. T. Stanley 


sary Rev. Noel O. Lyons, Dr. G. Allen 

eece. 

AUGUST 1-10—GENERAL AND YOUTH 
CONFERENCE 


Rev. J. Allen Blair, Rev. James M. Hatch, Rev. 
Coulson Shepherd, Rev. Robert I. Brown, Dr. 
G. Allen Fleece. 

AUGUST 10-15—MINISTERS’ & CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS’ CONFERENCE 
Dr. George E. Ladd, Rev. Frank H. Sells, Rev. 
Joseph S. McCullough, Rev. Peter Deyneka, Dr. 


G. Allen Fleece. 
AUGUST 15-24—GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Dr. A. W. Tozer, Rev. Elmer V. Thompson, 
Rev. Joseph S. McCullough, Dr. G. Allen Fleece, 
Ministers and wives balf price 
for amy ome conference. 
BEN LIPPEN CONFERENCE 
Asheville, N. C. 
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Sandy Hill Boy’s Camp 


these two camps are within four miles 

of the Sandy Cove Bible Conference 

grounds. With every modern convenience 

and camping facility your boy or girl will 

\ thrill with a real camping experience. Keen 
Christian counsellors assure the spiritual 

blessing so necessary in these young lives. 

\ Write today for the free illustrated folders. 


\ ()" THE BEAUTIFUL Chesapeake Bay, 


Sandy Cove Girl’s Camp 





NORTH EAST, MARYLAND 







June 29 through August 24,1953 


Sponsored by Pastor George A. Palmer of 
Morning Cheer, Inc., Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 


BROADCAST, WIBG (990 Kilo., Phila. Pa.) 7:00-8:00 A.M. EACH WEEKDAY—12:30-1:00 P.M. MONDAY-THURSDAY 





“Who shall 
prepare himself to 
the battle?’ 
I Corinthians 14:8 


This three-year, tuition-free training is 
open to high school graduates 
who meet Institute standards. 
Help is given students in finding 
employment while at school. 


Fall semester begins 
September 9 


You can serve Christ 
after you’ve been 
TRAINED FOR THE 


‘prepare 


FOR THE BATTLE 


AND 


service! 





--- Study God’s Word at 
Moody Bible Institute 


Yes, one of the best ways to prepare for the battle 

of Christian living and service to Christ, regardless of 
vocation, is to study the Word of God at Moody 

Bible Institute. Moody’s GENERAL BisLe Course will 
also ground you firmly in the great doctrines of 

the Scriptures, in Bible geography and history. 

You will learn how we got our Bible and how to 
answer criticism of it. Provision for electives gives 
you the opportunity to study Christian education, 
home missions or music. Classroom instruction is 

put into practice by experience-giving Christian 
work assignments in Chicago’s many missions, 
institutions and churches of every denomination. 


wRITE TODAY for picture book and free catalog. 
Address Office of Admissions, Dept. ET 233 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 
820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 





